Objective: Explain the relationship of factors leading up to a significant historical event in American history, September 11th.

Subject: 11th Grade U.S. History

Materials/Equipment Needed: LCD Projector, images of 9/11 events, laptop cart with 30 computers, internet access, history textbooks.
Procedures:

1. Begin class by displaying several images depicting moments from September 11th.  For each image, in students will be asked to write for two minutes from the perspective of the person in the photo.  What thoughts might the person in the photo might have?  For each additional photo, students will be asked to consider how the person’s perspective in the photo might differ from the person before.
2. Volunteers will be asked to share some of their descriptions. 
3. In small groups, students will read the section in their textbook describing the events of 9/11.  Using laptops, students will be asked to summarize the textbook section by creating a graphic organizer web with words, symbols, and pictures.  Each group will then be asked to share with the class.  The teacher will point out how each group’s interpretation of the same reading differed from other groups.  The teacher will explain that historical events are similar; different people can have different interpretations of the same event, depending on their perspective, background knowledge, and past experiences.       
4. The class will discuss the possible events and causes leading up to 9/11 that were discussed in the textbook.  The teacher will ask students to consider who the writers of the textbook might be.  Who is their audience?  What factors might affect their message?  The teacher will then ask students to consider how others might describe the events leading up to 9/11.  
5. Students will then be given a role/person.  They will then be given some time to generate thoughts, look online, or peruse teacher’s print magazines about 9/11 to consider how their person’s point of view might describe the causes of 9/11.  

6. After having time to generate ideas about their role, students will participate in an online chat room discussion to discuss 9/11 from the perspective of their assigned role.

7. Once the online discussion is over, students will discuss in pairs if different roles/participants in the chat room had similar/different opinions.  They will also be asked to discuss how the opinions of their role were different or similar to their own perspectives.  

