Sequencing Rationale


This unit on the Islamic World is organized according to the concept-related pattern of logical prerequisite. This method was chosen because it best fits the time-sequenced nature of the history curriculum. 


The first subunit, “Roots of Islam,” is the most logical point for students to begin their study of the religion because it introduces not only the beginnings of the faith but also the geography of the region it was founded in. The subunit introduces students to the founder of Islam and the holy city of Mecca. It thus lays the groundwork for future subunits. 


The second subunit, “Islamic Beliefs & Practices,” is appropriate because it takes the learner through a crash course of the “nuts and bolts” of the faith itself. Students will appreciate the role the sacred texts of the Qur’an, Sunnah, and Shariah play in the everyday lives of practicing Muslims. 


The third subunit, “Islamic Empires,” is a logical follow-up to the previous subunit. Here, students analyze the establishment of Islamic states and the role of trade in shaping and maintaining the early empires, as well as the spread of the faith itself. Here students will put together the geographic effect of Islam on the early world and its connections to today.


The final subunit, “Islamic Cultural Achievements,” is appropriate because it ties together the cumulative achievements of all the empires students have studied so far. Students will be able to make connections from early Islamic achievements and their effect on today’s global society. 

