Rationale

As students learn the specific details of the scientific developments, philosophical ideas and changes in the social stratification of the Enlightenment Period, they can make connections with larger, more global concepts.  By this point in the unit the students have researched the ideas of Montesque and Locke, studied the scientific advancements of Galileo and Newton and have learned about Enlightened Absolutism.  They have also seen the effects of each of these advancements on the individuals and society itself, specifically in the colonies of North America. This region was made ripe for revolution due to the effects of the Enlightenment Period on the people and how they viewed government.  So the main question for this Instructional Design is “How did the values, advancements, and philosophies of the Enlightenment Period lead to the American Revolution and the creation of its new government?”

Sub Unit Outcomes

Connections to War for Independence


American Revolution:


Student will

· define federal system, Bill of Rights, Democracy
· identify the principles of Enlightenment that encouraged revolution in the North American colonies

· identify the ideas of self-determination in the American Revolution and formation of the government of the United States of America

Monarch/Absolutism:

Student will

· define enlightened absolutism
· explain how ideas of religious tolerance, freedom of speech, rights of private property and a fair court system changed the expectations of government

Pre Assessment:
K   W   L   H

American Revolution

What do you KNOW about American Revolution in terms of reasons the colonists chose to revolt?

What do you WANT to find out about the American Revolution and its causes?

What I LEARNED about the colonists’ beliefs and choice for revolution.

HOW can I learn more?

Lesson 1: Causes of the American Revolution

Key question:  What ideas from the Enlightenment led to the American Revolution?

Materials needed:  KWLH handout, white board and markers, Worksheet #1

Activity 1:  Pre Assessment (8 min.)

Pass out KWLH handout and have students fill out the K and W sections about the American Revolution.

Activity 2:  Class compilation of causes (10 min.)

Have students put the causes they know on the board to make a complete list (right or wrong- include all).

Activity 3:  The Dangling Question (3 min.)

Pull out a few of the examples and ask “How did the colonists come to believe they had the right of…?”



-no taxation without representation



-no housing of federal troops



-a representative government

*Remember these are colonists under the rule of a monarch- they did not all of the sudden wake up and say, “Hey, I am not Free and I should be!”

Activity 4:  Review/ Idea Refresher Worksheet #1 (20 min.)

Pass out Worksheet #1. Students are to complete the worksheet using information they have learned in previous lessons on Enlightenment.  They may use notes, worksheets and the text.  The second half of Worksheet #1 asks the students to play philosopher and make assumptions on the changes these ideas had for the world views. 

Homework:  Finish Worksheet #1   

Lesson 2:  The American Revolution

Key question:  What were the main events of the American Revolution?

Materials needed:  Journal, Textbook, Worksheet #2, Declaration of Independence assignment sheet

Activity 1:  Bell Ringer (8 min)

Students are to write in journal the answer to the following question.  Grades are not determined on what is written, but on completion with thought.  The class will discuss a few answers. 

What would make you mad enough to go to war?

Activity 2:  Active Reading (25 min)

Read Ch. 10-4 (pgs 330-332) and complete Worksheet #2

Activity 3:  Write own Declaration of Independence (15 min)

Students will get an assignment sheet outlining the procedure for writing their own Declaration of Independence.  Class time is allotted for this assignment as students may have questions about beginning this project.

Homework:  Finish Declaration of Independence

Worksheet #2

Active Reading for Ch. 10-4 (pgs 330-332):  Fill in the blanks and answer the questions based on your reading of the text selection.

1. By 1757 Britain controlled the prosperous 13 colonies on the eastern coast of present
day United States.

a. What three entities in theory governed these colonies? British Board of Trade, Royal Council and Parliament
b. Who actually controlled these colonies?  Why?  Colonial legislatures that acted independently (Boston, NYC, Charleston) and did not want British government to run their affairs.
2. After the Seven Year’s War, British leaders wanted to get new revenues from the
colonies to pay for war expenses.  So, in 1765 Parliament passed the Stamp Act.

a. What did this act require?  Printed materials like legal documents and newspapers to have a stamp proving a tax was paid to the British government.

b. What was the colonists’ response?  Immediate opposition and sometimes violence until it was repealed in 1766

c. What was the eventual effect?  First Continental Congress and the creation of a militia

3. After fighting occurred between colonist and the British army in 1775 at Lexington
and Concord, Mass., the Second Continental Congress officially set up an army
under Gen. George Washington as commander in chief.

a. What other act did the Second Continental Congress approve?  When?  What is its significance?  Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, this formally started the revolution
4. The British army was now at battle with The Continental Army of the Americas which
was made up of undisciplined civilians who agreed to serve only for a short time.

a. Which army should have won?  Which did?  When?  Where?  The British, The Continental Army of the Americas, 1781, Yorktown
b. Who supported the colonies in this war?  Why?  France, Spain and the Dutch Republic all supported the colonies to gain revenge on the British
5. The Treaty of Paris in 1783 recognized the independence of the American colonies and
gave them the control of the western territory.  American jubilation!  

a. But what now?  What does this new country have to do?  Answers may vary but should hit on setting up a new government
My Declaration of Independence

Through the course of human events it may become necessary for an individual to dissolve the bands which have connected them with another and to assume the rights and responsibilities that come with this independence.
*Write your own declaration of independence.

Possible perpetrators of these usurpations could be…

· A person who has held some sort of power over you (i.e. your parents, a teacher, a friend or ex).

· An institution that has controlled you in some way (i.e. formalized education, a club or team, religion, etc…)

· An idea or concept that you would like to fend off (i.e. adolescence, teenage angst, racism, sexism, close-mindedness)

Use the format of the US Declaration of Independence.

1. What are the purposes for which you are writing this declaration.

2. What are the principles you have based your decision upon.

3. What are the grievances which compel you to this action.

Your declaration should be a typed document that looks official.  Be sure that the content is school appropriate.  Grades will be based upon amount of thought and insight you have put into the project.

*Write (on a separate page) of possible effects of this new found independence.  These are to be a complete list of the positive and negative results of your emancipation.  You should have a minimum of three each.

Lesson 3:  The New American Government

Key Question:  What were the key aspects of the new government created by the
American colonists?

Materials:  Journal, Notebooks, Whiteboard and markers, Worksheet #3, paper

Activity 1:  Bell Ringer (5 min)

Students are to write in journal the answer to the following question.  Grades are not determined on what is written, but on completion with thought.  The class will discuss a few answers. 

If going to war with the British was such a huge gamble, 

why then did the colonists win?

Activity 2:  Read “The Birth of a New Nation” pg. 333 (20 min) 



Put the following diagram with the key aspects of the American government found in your reading into notebook.  


[image: image1]

Students should have the following notes written in their notebooks after reading
and going over information in class with teacher’s direction.

A. Central government superior to the government of the individual states.  Created a Federal System that had shared power between the national and state governments.

B. Three branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial).  Includes separation of powers and checks and balances.

C. Constitution is supreme law of the land- not the monarch.

D. Bill of Rights that guarantees specific rights to individuals

Activity 3:  Bill of Rights worksheet #3 (15 min)


Students are to complete the worksheet using information from the text.

Activity 4:  Reading Check Exit Ticket (3 min)


Have students pull out a half sheet of paper to write the answer to the following
question on.  They are to turn it in before they leave.  The answer was in the
reading from the text but played a very small, yet significant part.

What was the original constitution of the United States called?

The Articles of Confederation

Worksheet #3

The Birth of a New Nation (pg. 333)

The Bill of Rights

Summarize the rights and freedoms guaranteed by the American Bill of Rights by using the text and this chart.

Guarantees of the Bill of Rights

Freedom of… religion, speech, press, petition, and assembly

Right to… bear arms, due process of law, trial by jury, protection of property rights

Protection from… unreasonable searches and arrests

Lesson 4:  Connecting to Enlightenment

Key question:  Why did many Europeans see the American Revolution as the
embodiment of the ideals of Enlightenment?

Materials:  3 x 5 note cards of two different colors 

Activity 1:  (40 min) Students are to divide into groups of 3.  They are then to take 10 note cards and label five green cards “Enlightenment” and label the other five blue cards “American Revolution”.   Next they are to connect any five ideas/concepts/actions/beliefs that were displayed in the American Revolution and the newly formed government with one ideal/advancement/philosophy/beginning thought of the Enlightenment Age.  Students will do this by writing one of each pair on the correct note card.  For instance, Montesque believed in separation of powers in branches of government and the US government is set up with three branches, each with its own powers.  So two cards would look like this…


[image: image2]
Information for these pairs may be found in the text, in notes and worksheets from all of Ch. 10.  After the five pairs have been completed, the group is to mix up the piles and challenge another group to match the cards.  This second group will swap pairs with original group and then the fun begins…  Students will find new pairings of the effects of Enlightenment on the American Revolution.  Groups will then swap with others in the class.

Activity 2:  (10 min)  Take a class poll on the best match, the biggest leap match, the most obscure match, the least likely to succeed match…

Lesson 5:  Post Assessment 

Key question:  How did the ideas from the Enlightenment lead to the American
Revolution?

Materials needed:  notebook paper, notes, textbook

Activity:  Post Assessment (45 min)


Students will be asked to write a letter using the information from this section.  They may use their notes, worksheets and text to support their writing.  The letter will include a date, salutation and closing, general opening statements, a purpose of the letter and a signature.  The concepts will be explained and the reasons supported with evidence.  

The rubric for grading the letter will look like this…

_____/10 pts.    Letter Format:  Includes the date, salutation, general opening statements, purpose of letter, closing and signature.

_____/30 pts.   3 Reasons for Revolution:  valid, historically correct explanation for the reason you feel the colonies should revolt (10 pts x 3).

_____/60 pts    Support for Each Reason:  Embodies Enlightenment ideals, lists advancement and individual credited with thought when possible and sufficiently supports reason (15pts x 2 each explanation x 3 reasons).

Post Assessment

     You are an American colonist in the 1770’s who wants independence from Great Britain.  You are to write a convincing letter to your cousin in Maryland on the reasons why Americans should revolt for their independence.  Choose 3 reasons and use 2 ideas from Enlightenment in support of each reason.  You may use your notes, texts, worksheets, etc…

_____/10 pts.    Letter Format:  Includes the date, salutation, general opening statements, purpose of letter, closing and signature.

_____/30 pts.   3 Reasons for Revolution:  valid, historically correct explanation for the reason you feel the colonies should revolt (10 pts x 3).

_____/60 pts    Support for Each Reason:  Embodies Enlightenment ideals, lists advancement and individual credited with thought when possible and sufficiently supports reason (15pts x 2 each explanation x 3 reasons).

_____/100 pts  TOTAL
The New American Government
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B.





D.





C.





Enlightenment


Montesque believed in separation of powers in different branches of government.





American Revolution





The US government is set up with three branches, each with its own powers.








