Statement of Purpose

________________________________________________
7th Grade Reading

Resource Room


Reading can be defined as the ability to make meaning out of written work.  This ability is not simply bound to a Language Arts class; it is a skill that transcends all subject areas.  Whether it be reading a text book to gain information in a science or social studies class, analyzing charts and diagrams, or interpreting symbols in math, all of these skills are related to a student’s ability to make meaning out of what they read.  Reading is also a skill that transcends school walls.  Anytime a student orders from a menu, browses the Internet, follows a recipe, or sends a text message they are utilizing reading skills.  Because of this, it is essential that students be given the opportunity to develop reading skills that are practical not only in the classroom, but in the real word as well.  This particular course of study is designed to foster the development of those reading skills in seventh grade students with cognitive disabilities.  These particular students read two to four years below grade level; therefore it is imperative that they be given a well structured course of study that can help to bridge that gap (Moats, 1999).   


The state of Ohio mandates a set of content standards that they believe are essential for each seventh grade student in Ohio to master.  These content standards are used as a guide for this course to ensure that each student is learning the necessary skills to be successful.  The standards address the two fundamental parts of reading:  word recognition and reading comprehension.  Word recognition focuses on developing vocabulary through a variety of skills.  By increasing vocabulary students become more fluent readers, which is the first step to making meaning of letters and symbols.  The second step is to develop reading comprehension skills and strategies that allow students to make sense of the words and symbols they see.  This is important because if a student is unable to understand what they have read, they are unlikely to find reading a rewarding and enjoyable experience (Tregenza et. al., 2008). These standards provide a solid outline that can then be supplemented with books and materials that are age appropriate and meaningful to the students.      

In devoting a course that specifically focuses on developing reading skills, students will develop the necessary tools to become successful in their world of school as well as their adult life.  Reading can open doors and is an important source of knowledge and pleasure.  Every student must be given ample time and practice to be able to develop reading skills, not only so they can become literate, but so they can learn to enjoy and appreciate written works (Moats, 1999).  This course does all of that, plus it ties these concepts into a practical and real world setting for the students.                
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