Sequencing Rationale


Sequencing is imperative to the success of a unit. This unit will be sequenced in a few different ways. The unit will begin by a reviewing the branches of government. This may seem “out of order”, but this is the opening because there has been instruction on this idea in previous grade levels. Once this has been reviewed, then we will go back and introduce the idea of the revolution leading to the Constitution of the United States. Once the Constitution has been introduced, the Bill of Rights will be introduced. The purpose of the Constitution and Bill of Rights establishing the structure of government and powers of government and citizens will be stressed throughout this. From there, the idea of a democracy will be introduced. This will flow into the idea of citizenship relating to the rights and responsibilities of United States citizens. This will all occur as the second unit of the year. This may seem out of order for a social studies course, but this is such a large concept that it needs to be introduced with as much time allotted as necessary. Too often there is not enough time allowed for the concepts of government and economics. These are two of the biggest ideas in fifth grade social studies. By teaching them as the second and third units, there will be more than enough time allowed for true understanding of the material. Too often social studies teachers get caught up in teaching content in a linear manner that mimics a time line. This is due to the very nature of the subject. However, not all learning must take place in a linear manner. Once government has been taught, economics will be introduced. Then the content learning can revert to the linear manner. This can occur because the rest of the ideas of peoples flow from early Ohioans, to Native Americans, to explorers, then early settlers, to colonists, the American Revolution, and the flow of immigrants to the United States throughout history. 

