Evaluation Strategy: Penguins
There will be several evaluation strategies that will help me evaluate the unit of study, Penguins.  First, I will use authentic assessment techniques, to make sure that the curriculum is connecting with the children.  I will look for cognitive ways to tell students are learning.  They should be able to answer questions they are asked about the topic being taught.  An example would be that a student should be able to tell me the different parts of a penguin and give information to me.  Students should also be actively listening, and give their opinion on the topic.  Finally, students should be able to move like a penguin and use songs to help them remember information about penguins.  (Chapter 6)

To also help see if the unit is working, I would give the students a pre-test and a post-test.  This would allow me to see how the students developed.  It would give me a place to begin teaching and then make sure that the students learned the information they were missing.  This would save time on teaching information that the student’s were already familiar with.  A KWL chart would also be useful in this situation.

Another evaluation strategy I will use is formative evaluation.  I will include the societal and learner needs as I evaluate my unit.  Also, content and knowledge needs will be looked at.  I will look at my unit and decide if this is something students will need to know, and if I’m teaching it at an appropriate age.  I will also evaluate my activities and make sure that they are age appropriate for my first grade student’s.  Finally, I will check to make sure that all pieces fit together and make sense to the students and with the format of unit.  

 
Summative evaluation is one of the last strategies I will use, because my unit will need to be implemented for several years before I can use this method.  It would be nice to compare my plan with another similar plan, to see if there are areas that are missing or if I’ve got too much or too little information.  By taking the both of each plan, will help each plan get stronger and become more beneficial for the students.  

Using a variety of evaluation plans helps the unit become stronger and a more powerful tool for teachers and students.  The more evaluation strategies that are used, the more mistakes can be found and the stronger the unit can be built.
