Statement of Purpose

According to the curriculum guidelines released by the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) states in 1979 that “The basic goal of a social studies education is to prepare young people to be humane, rational, participating citizens in a world that is becoming increasingly interdependent.”  
Our Kindergarten standards require students to identify the actions of a good citizen, yet I feel that our current social studies unit does not provide enough material that allows students to fully grasp the true meanings of the eight attributes listed in the learner outcome section.  Having worked in a public inner-city school system for the past 3 years I have noticed that most of my students have not attended a pre-school or daycare.  These students are entering kindergarten with low academic skills as well as social skills.  The students that I teach participate in the free lunch program and come from low income housing developments.  Their sense of community and ability to relate to “being a good citizen” is such an abstract concept that showing them a picture or reading them a story about the actions of a “good citizen” does not create a lasting impression of citizenship for these little ones.       
On April 21, 2009, President Barack Obama signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act at an elementary school in Washington DC. The Serve America Act reauthorizes and expands national service programs administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency created in 1993.  President Obama encourages all who can to participation in a private or public form of a service project.  

My purpose for adding onto the current Social Studies Unit 1 is to engage students in an ongoing thinking process about character education and to create a sense of classroom community by having them participate in a service project for their school or for a local charity.  While researching information about classroom communities, I came across a quote that I believe captures my intentions. 

“Children learn morality by living it.  They need to be in a community –to interact, form relationships, work out problems, grow as a group and learn directly, from their first-hand experiences, lessons about fair play, cooperation, forgiveness, and respect for the worth and dignity of every individuals.” 

(Lickona 1992, 90)

Through the facilitation of the Harcourt Social Studies curriculum partnered with a classroom community design built into their daily routine, teachers can encourages students to become productive citizens in their school community.  Students can participate in a civic project centered on the eight values that will benefit their school environment and local community. Students will gain the necessary life skills that will mold them into productive adult American citizens.  
