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Statement of Purpose/Rationale

“The early childhood years-from birth through age eight-are the most important period for literacy development.”(Neuman, Copple, & Bredekamp, 2000)  Every teacher knows that good readers become successful learners for life.  That is why it is so important to give children a solid reading program that is designed to put students on the path to becoming good readers.  Often, students who struggle most with reading are those that have not be exposed to literature or have not been read to before they enter school.  Successful readers, on the other hand enter school with hours of exposure to books, stories, letters, and words.  It is imperative that Kindergarten reading curriculum includes all preliteracy skills to help all students overcome discrepancies.  


Learning to read is hard work for children.  Preschool and Kindergarten teachers set the stage for children to learn to read with some critical early learning skills.  Becoming a reader involves the development of important skills.  Some of those skills include:  the use of language in a conversation, listening and responding to stories that are read aloud, recognizing and naming the letters of the alphabet, listening to the sounds of spoken language, connecting sounds to letters to figure out the “code” of reading, reading often so that recognizing words becomes easy and automatic, learning and using new words, and understanding what is read. 

Most children enter Kindergarten with a substantial vocabulary and adequate syntax.  In addition, they have a sufficient command of most of the phonemes that constitute their language.  Most children can recognize the majority of the letters recognize rhyming words and enjoy listening to stories that are read aloud.  The aspect of reading that young children typically lack is phonemic awareness, an understanding that speech is composed of a series of individual sounds.  Cat, in other words, is simply cat, a furry animal that purrs.  Young children are unaware that spoken utterance cat is a word that is made up of a series of sounds, or phonemes /k/, /a/, /t/.  Before children learn to read print, they need to become aware of how the sounds in words work.  They must understand that words are made up of speech, sounds, or phonemes.
The success of this Kindergarten reading curriculum hinges on the foundation of reading readiness skills.  It is crucial that the phonemic awareness skills are incorporated with other reading content standards both vertically and horizontally.   The goal of this curriculum is to lay the foundation with a good, solid Kindergarten reading curriculum so that children have success and can apply these skills in their future years of schooling.
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