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Evaluation Strategy
Eric Carle Book Study

Kindergarten
Evaluation is an important tool to all teachers when creating a curriculum.  One type of assessment may work for one activity while a different assessment might be best for a second activity.  Finding the assessment that is most beneficial for each activity is important which is why I will use both formative and summative assessments throughout the Eric Carle book Study cross-curricular unit for kindergarten.
Kindergarten is all about learning.  Students in a kindergarten classroom are learning their numbers, ABC’s, how to write their names, the days of the week and much more.  Many of these “subjects” being taught can be quite difficult to assess through a pencil paper assessment.  Because of these “difficulties” many of the assessments throughout the Eric Carle cross-curricular unit will consist of summative assessments.  Mostly checklists will be used. These checklists will assess whether the student is able to complete the task, works well with their peers and gives the activity their best work.  Checklist and classroom observations are very typical to use for a kindergarten curriculum because the learning going on in the classroom consists mostly of hands-on, basic concepts that are difficult to assess using a paper-pencil test.
Although summative assessment will be used throughout most of the Eric Carle cross-curricular unit, formative assessment will be used as well.  Formative assessment consists of paper-pencil test that may include multiple choice and short answer.  Because kindergarteners are just beginning to develop the skills that they will use throughout the rest of their lives, formative assessments are a crucial part of the learning process as well because they are a part of the state expectations and requirements.  This unit will help students learn the basic concepts of language arts, science, math and social studies while also preparing them for future test taking skills.  Formative assessments will mostly be used in the math and science areas of this cross-curricular unit.  These assessments will include multiple choice questions as well as short answer, which students can answer through words and pictures.  Students will also be able to apply the information learned by answering questions that are related to their home life. Although the tests will need to be read to the students, formative assessments will help prepare kindergartners for the years to come.
