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As stated in my Statement of Purpose and Sequencing Rationale, math is very important to our daily lives. There are many problems throughout the day that we come across that have to be solved or “figured out.” In order to make sure that our students are ready to take on these daily situations they need to be “assessed” on the skills required to problem solve. 

Math as the entire curriculum and the smaller subunits that will be developed through the standards will both be utilizing a variety of formative and summative assessments. The formative assessments will be used to measure the daily objectives being taught and the summative assessments will be used to measure the overall objective of the unit.


Some examples of formative assessments will be daily observations. For daily observations I will be walking around making a mental note at that moment; do the students understand this new concept. If not than I will give more examples. In my classroom we use whiteboards on a regular basis and I use those for very quick assessments. I will ask the students a question and they will write their answers on the board. I then look at the answers, which again lets me know if I need to continue going over the topic or begin expanding. Other examples of formative assessments to be used are exit tickets, group writes, inside/outside circle and whip around. All of these strategies are quick ways for the students to either jot down a quick answer, have a short conversation, or quiz another classmate about what has been taught in the classroom. 

A summative assessment of paper and pencil will be given at the end of a unit to determine if the child has acquired all of the skills necessary in that unit. The summative assessments will also include questions from pervious units to make sure students are not forgetting any learned skills. The children need to consistently review all skills learned throughout the year, so they understand how the skills build on one another and how they can use all of the skills in their daily life. 
