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This unit takes place over the course of the first quarter of the school year. Moving from two separate classes of English and reading to one combined into language arts requires narrowing the skills taught and how/when each will occur. 

The first concepts covered at the start of the year will be the reading process. Students will begin reviewing concepts like predicting, hypothesizing, and comparing/contrasting.  This will allow students to connect previously learned concepts with new material. Using the textbook, short stories, and basil reader students will master these concepts with confidence and apply what they know to help them learn what they don’t know. Students will also become familiar with graphic organizers and how to effectively use them in literature. 

Reading applications will be the next standard that the students will work through as the quarter progresses. Student will explore author’s purpose and techniques across various genres. They will read a novel as a class and discuss literary elements such as plot, setting, mood, tone, and point of view. Fiction and nonfiction pieces of literature will be explored and discussed as students gain more confidence in their abilities to interpret elements and make sense of the author’s influence over the text. The main focus is allowing students to examine an assortment of genres and text in order to master the literary elements.

The writing process will consist of two papers. Students will begin writing their narratives half way through the first quarter. The descriptive writing will begin towards the end of the quarter and continue into second quarter. The focus will be on the writing process from start to finish. Students will be guided through this process step by step from brainstorming to the final draft. Peer editing will play an important role as well as self-reflection. Mastering the writing stages correctly the first time is vital therefore; this process may take longer than planned. 
