Teaching Word Recognition Skills 

by Cindy Hendricks and Lee Ann Rinsky

The Helping Hand:  An Aid for Word Recognition
1.  Frame it

· Read the sentence.

· Place one thumb on each side of the unknown word.

· Look for letter combinations that are familiar.

· Look at the shape of the word for distinguishable features (letters above and below the line).

· Does the shape of the word look like another word you know?

· Do you know the word?  If so, keep reading.  If not, go to the next step.

2.  Phonic it

· Break the unknown word into smaller pieces, called syllables.  

· Try to match these sounds with a word you already know

· Compare the sound with language you have heard to find the unknown word.

· Is the word one you have already heard?  If so, continue reading.  If not go on to the next step.

3.  Bleep it

· Read the sentence

· Determine if the unknown word is necessary for comprehension.  

· Reread the sentence, replacing the unknown word with “bleep.”

· Determine the function of the unknown word.  What does it do?  What part of speech is it?

· Look for other key words that seem to be related to the unknown word.  What is the relationship between the key words?

· Reread the sentence and insert a word for the unknown word.

· If the sentence makes sense, continue reading.  If not go to the next step

Will work if the word is not in the meaning or sight vocabulary

4.  Part it

· Read the sentence.

· Identify the largest part of the word (root word).

· Link that part with words you already know.

· Look at the prefixes and suffixes.

· Think of words you already know that have these same parts.

· Guess the meaning of the unknown word

· Does the meaning make sense in the sentence?  If so, read on.  If not go to the next step.

Will work if the meaning of the word is not in the meaning vocabulary or sight vocabulary.
5.  Consult it 
· Ask a classmate, teacher, or parent.

· Use a dictionary to look up the word.

