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Statement of Purpose 

I have developed a concept map that contains all of the Ohio Content Standards in the subject of Math for second grade. I currently teach at a school where the math program is not intriguing or full filling our students’ academic abilities. The program also does not cover all of the standards that are required by the state of Ohio. Due to the many issues we have with the program, my grade level team has decided to do away with the program after this year and begin developing our own units. This concept map will be a great way to start the process! 

It is stated in the article, Research on Teaching Mathematics: The Unsolved Problem of Teachers’ Mathematical Knowledge, that some math concepts are still being taught the same exact way they were in 1950 and even back in the 1900’s. The example given in the article was finding the sums of many addition problems on a sheet of paper until mastery. I couldn’t agree more with this statement because I do see this happening on a regular basis. It was also stated in the article that most people when they discuss their math experiences they say it was “uninspiring at best, and intellectually and emotionally crushing at worst” (Ball, 2001).

With the information stated above from the article and my own personal teaching beliefs, one of the main points that I am going to focus on when beginning to plan the subunit lessons will be how to keep my students’ attention while teaching the different concepts, skills, and strategies. A second strategy that I am really going to focus on is problem solving. Problem solving is something that is around our students each day and I want to know that my students know how to think critically and “solve” their problem. As educators we want our students to not only learn the lesson that day, but take the information and apply it to daily situations or problems they may come across. Another issue to keep in mind for myself and for all educators to do when planning a unit is to keep the students in mind: what do the students need to know about this standard or topic, what order should it be taught, it is grade level appropriate, are the lessons interesting. 
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