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The Owl at Purdue. (2008).  The Writing Process.  Retrieved May 24, 2009, from 


http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

This website was created by Purdue University.  The website offers up-to-date information on the writing process, research, grammar, mechanics, and technical and professional writing.  The website contains an overview of common grammar rules and mechanics.  The website also offers the latest in MLA and APA formatting, both of which change yearly.  There is a special section to adapt the college level writing tips and styles to the high school classroom.  The website offers resources and strategies for teaching writing both inside and outside the ELA classroom.  This website is a great place for teachers to brush up on their writing and grammar skills or to gather information to create refresher worksheets for students.  Students can be referred to this site for a user-friendly description of the rules of writing and grammar without feeling overwhelmed by a clunky textbook.

Goldenberg, Phyllis. (2004).  Writing a Research Paper: A step-by-step approach.  New York:
William H. Sadlier, Inc.

This book is a user-friendly guide to writing a research paper.  This book can be use by the student and the teacher.  The book outlines the research process in a step-by-step format from topic selection to the works cited page.  Students are able to follow the progression of the book at their own pace all the while creating a properly formatted research paper.  The text offers each step of the writing process complete with examples in a clear understandable format.  Using this book step-by-step will produce an 8-10 page research paper in as little as 8 weeks.  The resources in this book can be used individually such as focusing on brainstorming or as a whole unit.  Teachers can pick and choose what they want to teach and reinforce while at the same time, students have an expert source for clarification and elaboration.

Dubinsky, J. (2006). The Role of Reflection in Service Learning. Business Communication
Quarterly, 69(3), 306-311.
This article discusses the importance of reflecting on a service learning experience in order to make it more meaningful.  By reflecting on the experience, one is able to link action, background, and new knowledge to create a lasting impression.  The article discusses the need for developing service learning experiences unique to the individual by allowing self-selection.  The article discusses the need for formatting and structuring the reflection so they are beneficial and meaningful.  Examples are given for journaling and reporting, both of which can be completed individually or as part of a greater unit.

Kottalili, Neena K. (2009). Meaning Making and Self-Evaluation.  Online Submission, from
ERIC database.

This article discusses the constructivist approach to learning.  Through the constructivist approach, students engage in an active, contextualized, social, and meaningful curriculum.  Students learn best through relevant and socialized education.  This article provides information on the constructivist learning approach as well as ways to incorporate individualized education.  The article provides strategies for incorporating a self-evaluation and individual portfolio component to constructivist classrooms.  Teachers need to consider student learning style, background knowledge, experience, and ability when designing curriculum.  This can be facilitated through self-selected writing topics and individual portfolios.  

United States Department of Defense. (2009).  Work Interest Quiz.  Retrieved May 27, 2009,
from http://www.myfuture.com/toolbox/workinterest.html

This website provides resources for those entering the workforce.  The website contains information on career selection, job searching, resumes, and interviewing.  Particularly, the site offers a work interest quiz.  From a list of sixty activities, students choose all those that interest them.  After selecting them, they are given several career pathway genres from social services to the arts, business, science, etc.  Within their results, students are linked to a listing of potential jobs in this field.  This page will allow students to start brainstorming possible career pathways that they may be interested in.  This is a good website to use with a career decisions class or with high school seniors nearing higher education and the work force.

Joiner, L. L. (2000). Learning To Serve: Community Service Meets Curriculum Objectives. American School Board Journal, 11, 32-34.

Teachers and districts can easily incorporate a service learning objective into their curriculum.  This article provides infromation essential to creating a meaning, contextualized service learning project.  Service learning involves several steps: preparation, collaboration, service project, curriculum alignment, and self-reflection.  Using these steps, any classroom can incorporate service learning unique to their content area.  In the English classroom, students can complete a service learning activity and create a journal showcasing their experience.  Any content area can use service learning toshowcase careers in their field complete with a research paper or reflection on the topic.

Greenburg, Richard. (2000).  They learn from those they serve.  Techniques: Connecting Education and Careers,  (75)8, 18-21.  

This article discussed the history and definition of service learning.  The article stresses the importance of using service learning in the classroom to create more meaningful instruction.  Within this article, the reader receives different types of service learning ideas and how they have impacted the participants and the community they service.  This article gives the reader an introduction into service learning and acts as a brainstormer for teachers and districts alike interested in incorporating service learning.

