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Daniels, H. (1994). Literature circles: voice and choice in the student-centered 


classroom. Maine: Stenhouse Publishers.

This book enables new or veteran language arts teachers to incorporate literature circles into their current curriculum. The need for students to communicate with each other and provide feedback is important to promote group discussion and allow students to get excited about reading again. My biggest challenge is getting students to exchange ideas and have a voice. This book will show you every step to start using literature circles from beginning to end. It also has worksheets in English and Spanish for your ESL students. This will be useful to my design project to learn more about how to incorporate literature circles.
Donoghue, M.R. (2008). Language arts: Integrating skills for classroom teaching. 


Sage publications Inc. 

This book provides resources, lesson plans, and teaching materials to help language arts teachers get started in the planning process. It also includes advice and helpful hints as you make your way through the book. The best part about it is that it integrates listening, writing, reading, and observation skill techniques regarding differentiated instruction, which is something that education, is moving toward. I will use this for my design project to cover the reading applications standards as we work our way through short stories.
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (2000). Education Place (Web Site). Retrieved May 22,      2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer
Education place is a website that I personally use quite frequently. You can find 

nearly any graphic organizer that you are looking for on this site to use in your language arts classroom. I will use these resources in my design project to help the students work through the writing process. The Venn diagram is one of my favorites and you can adjust the diagram to fit your personal needs. The KWL chart can be used in any classroom to connect prior knowledge to the current material. Just click any link to download your organizer, personalize it, and start teaching.

Reid, R., & Tracy, B. (2009). Journal of Educational Research: Teaching young students strategies for planning and drafting stories: the impact of self-regulated strategy development, 102(5), 323-332.

The National Commission of Writing (NCW) believes, as of 2009, our students writing skills are below average. Teaching students to write can be a difficult task. This article discusses the current needs of our students and the demands of the state to help us help our students become better writers. The article discusses everything from assessments to instructional methods. The focus is on the importance of helping our students become better writers and the steps needed to get them there. I will use this as a reference guide for assessments when I do my design project. 
Sullivan, M. (2003). Language arts assessment tools .Jefferson City: Scholastic teaching resources.
Evaluating a students writing can be a difficult task to master. This book not only gives you rubrics and checklists but it also guides you through mini-lessons to help you assist your students. Each rubric or worksheets comes with a lesson for the teacher on how to diagnose such things as reading problems and behaviors of students. Literary elements are featured in the book and each section goes step by step through the process of breaking down a novel. Each lesson guides you through the process and gives you the tools you need to break down each lesson based on the learners needs. This will be used for my design project as part of the students editing process for their final writing assignment. 
The City University of New York (2000). CUNY Writesite (Web site). Retrieved May 19, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.writecit.cuny.edu.
WriteSite is a writing tool that guides your students through the process of writing. An online tool of this magnitude allows your students to get excited about writing and receive help along the way through the online resources. It takes each student through the writing process from research to the final draft. Metacognitive thinking is even encouraged through this site and actually allows the student to copy those thoughts down on the computer and then build their paper from there. This is a wonderful tool for teachers however; you have to be willing to put in the time to get to know the program yourself before introducing it to your students. This program will be helpful to students as they work through their writing assignments. I will use this in my design project as part of the technology requirement. 
