Gingerbread man theme with a Language Arts Focus

First Grade

Karrie Jimenez

Sequencing Rationale
I am going to focus first on word recognition skills by introducing a version of the Gingerbread man story.  As a class we will look for blends and vowel combinations (hunks and chunks) in words.  We will then take a part of the story and create rhyming words to make connections to our Language Arts curriculum.  The next step in this unit is to focus on acquisition of vocabulary.  Students will use their knowledge of word recognition skills and use context clues to go on a gingerbread man scavenger hunt throughout the school.  This will get them excited about taking a closer look at other versions of the story.  After completing the scavenger hunt, students will complete a graph with every letter of the alphabet on it, by filling in words prior to reading that they feel will be mentioned in another version of the story.  During reading, students will have to do a “scavenger hunt” with the book and add new words to the alphabet graphing paper.  Story maps, character maps, and Venn diagrams will all be completed throughout several other versions of the story being read to aid in the comprehension of the stories.

To make further connections, students will then begin to create and write letters that describe a gingerbread man depicting their state.  They will use the letters to reach out to family and friends to show pride in their reading and writing abilities.  The people who receive the letters will be asked to create and write about a gingerbread man and return them back to the school.  This makes the unit even more interactive, hands-on, and engages the class in their learning. 
 Now that several versions of the story have been introduced and examined, each student will create their own ending to the story.  This will be compiled into a class book which will placed in the class library to be shared by everyone.  The unit will end with a choral reading of a class play (reader’s theatre) of another version of the Gingerbread man to improve fluency.  This will bring the unit all together and will enrich their learning experience overall by bringing the story to life.
