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Statement of Purpose


Language and literacy are the fundamentals of any society as a means to communicate, share ideas, and function in any culture.  These are basic skills that are necessary to advance the learning process and become productive members of society. The inability of our students to read and write affects the progression of our country.


In the world of fast food and advancing technology, the United States is changing and the workforce is requiring more and more of its employees to contend with other countries. An article written in Reading Research Quarterly in 1987 stated, “Researchers have identified substantial mismatches between workers’ skills and job demands and between job and school literacy skills”. The article further states, “20 percent of the adult population, or 30 million people, have serious difficulties with common reading tasks” (Kaestle & Stedman, 1987). This dilemma needs to be addressed in schools and steps taken to ensure our future workforce has the proper basic training. 


Schools must prepare their students to meet the current demands that the state of Ohio has set forth. In 2003, The National Commission on Writing claims, “The writing of school-aged children is not what it should be” (Reid & Tracy, 2009). Students are entering middle school and high school and they are not equipped with the tools they need to succeed. In an article in the Journal of Educational Research dated June of 2009, the authors state “Providing effective writing instruction to young children should reduce the number of students who fail to develop the writing skills needed to fully meet classroom demands in higher grades” (Reid & Tracy, 2009). These students have considerable shortcomings compared to those who learn the writing process and utilize it correctly. Students are set up to fail by not correctly learning the process of writing before they enter higher levels of education.


Combining a complete Reading curriculum with an entire English curriculum focused on the state of Ohio standards presents an interesting problem. How does a teacher fit it all in and still cover everything thoroughly enough for mastery? Creating a concept map incorporating two subjects that are similar but have varying topics and subtopics. The textbook states that contextual teaching and learning incorporates strategies such as “self-directed learning” and “learning from peers” (Chiarelott, 2005). The writing and reading process envelopes these skills and helps students learn from self-reflection and from their classmates. The concept map is based on the state of Ohio standards combining English and Reading into one class (Language Arts) and teaching writing across the curriculum. Currently, the district is moving in this direction. This concept map breaks down three of the academic content standards into a one-quarter unit. Teaching these three standards together will help students make a connection between reading and writing and help facilitate a real life correlation.
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