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Eric Carle Book Study, a cross-curricular unit for Kindergarten
Blackwell, Vicki (2009). Internet guide for educators: kids’ literature (website). Retrieved May 25, 2009, from http://www.vickiblackwell.com/childrenlit.html   

Vicki Blackwell’s website provides teachers with lesson plans, activity ideas and links to different sites that can be used successfully in the classroom.  This site also provides tech support and hints to help teacher use technology effectively and in a timely fashion in their planning and classroom activities. This site is a great resource when you are creating a curriculum design based on a subject like Eric Carle.  I was able to search Eric Carle and was provided with activities aligned with his books, a link to his official website, and art ideas related to his books. Some of the activities were somewhat complicated but with a little adjustment you could use the activity for many different age levels.  This resource can easily become contextualized when a teacher chooses an activity that can help students relate to their real like experiences.  For example the activity House for Hermit Crab activity found on the site can be adjusted to include relating Hermits house to the students own home. 
Carle, Eric (2009). The Official Eric Carle website. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from http://www.eric-carle.com
The Official Eric Carle website is a very informative site about Eric Carle and his books.  This site is a great resource for teachers because included on the site are facts about Eric Carle and his family, a list of the books he has written and illustrated, a photo gallery and a link to his blog. This source is a highly used source for my curriculum design project because it provides information about Eric Carle and his family.  When creating an Eric Carle book study it is important to get to know the author as part of the unit. As a teacher and student you need to know about Eric Carle to get a better understanding of his books. This website helps students relate to the real world.  Providing information about Eric Carle allows students to compare their families with his and find commonalities and differences among them.
Graff Silver, Rhonda (2003). First graphic organizers: reading. New York, NY: Scholastic.
This book provides many graphic organizers that can be used throughout the subject of reading.  It provides organizers that help students develop their comprehension skills.  This resource will come in extremely helpful for my curriculum design project when talking about Eric Carle.  We will us a Venn diagram to compare Eric Carle’s life with our own.  We will complete this diagram as a class then students will have a chance to fill out their own.  Comparing lives is a great way to make it “real” to students.
Greenes, C., Cavanagh, M., Dacey L., Findell, C., Small, M. (2001). Navigating through Algebra in prekindergarten-Grade 2. Reston, Va: Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Division.
This book is a great collection of lessons, activities and teaching strategies to help teach Algebra in prekindergarten to 2nd grade.  Like many teachers, I know I get a little uncomfortable when the word algebra is brought up. The concepts that need to be taught are not difficult but finding activities that are “kid friendly” is a challenge.  Navigating through Algebra in Prekindergarten- Grade 2 can help address some of these challenges.  This book gives great activities and lessons to help teach counting, patterns and much more.  This book also helps teachers create contextualized lessons/activities by suggesting activities that students can relate to.  For example one count activity found in the book uses dogs and cats to help teach counting.  I have not met a student yet that does not know someone that has one of these animals as a pets. 
Public Broadcasting System (2009) PBS be more (website). Retrieved May 25, 2009, from http://pbs.org

This website is a great resource for teachers, parents and students.  The site offers students educational games, coloring pages, and activities that can be completed with friends and family.  Parents can find helpful tips, advice and activities that can be used at home to help students develop their many skills (literacy skills, math skills, etc.). Finally this site offers teachers lesson plans, templates, and information about numerous topics that can be used in the classroom.  PBS.org is a great site for all teachers preschool-12th grade.  This site will be a great site to help me develop my curriculum design.  I will use this site to help find activities for topics that I will be teaching like measuring, float and sink and much more.  I really like this site because it does a great job matching each activity to the appropriate age level.  I also plan to use this site as an extension to the students learning.  I will allow students to practice the skills we have learned through games provided on the site.  

Snowball, Marilyn (1982).  Preschool Pelican. Santa Barbara, Ca: The Learning Works Inc.

This book written by Marilyn Snowball is a great resource for teachers in preschool and kindergarten.  This book provides teachers with a number of activities that can be used to address the math, science, English language arts and social studies Ohio Academic Content Standards.  Many of the activities also help students develop their gross/fine motor skills. There are a number of activities that can be included in my design project. The touch and tell activity can be used when teaching the 5 senses, as well as the Now you see it, now you don’t activity.  Both of these activities can be used to help teach students about the 5 senses.  They can also be related to the student’s lives because each activity requires items that the students touch or look at.  As a teacher, I simply bring in items students might have at home then the activity becomes more “real” to them.
This last resource is just a great resource that I wanted everyone to know about!

First-Class Teacher (1998). Success Strategies for New Teachers. Los Angeles, CA: Canter & Associates.

Although this book is aimed for new teacher I think it is a great resource for any teacher to use.  This book provides teachers with certificate templates, first day of school ideas, discipline ideas curriculum mapping ideas and much more.  I know that a first year teacher would greatly benefit from this book but I think it would be very handy for any elementary teacher. It is a resource that every teacher should have on their bookshelf.
