Banks, J.A., Beyer, B.K., Contreras, G., Craven, J., Ladson-Billings, G., McFarland, M.A., Parker, W.C. (1988). United States: Adventures in Time and Place. New York: McGraw Hill.

This text is an older book that was the primary text for my usage in class. It is an older book, but it goes more in depth than other books. It has a whole chapter based upon the branches of government. It also contains lessons on the Declaration of Independence and Constitution. This text is used as more of a resource, with copies made when necessary.

Stewart, Dr. J.M. (1994). Ohio: Adventures in Time and Place. New York: McGraw Hill.

This text is an older book that was the primary text for usage in the fourth grade classes. It is an older book, but has a chapter based around the structure of Ohio's government. This chapter is a good resource for review of fourth grade standards, which provide a basis for parallels with the national government.

Berson, Dr. M.J., Howard, Dr. T.C., Salinas, Dr. C. (2007) Social Studies: The United States. Orlando: Harcourt.

This text is a newer book that is the primary text for usage in my classroom. It is a new text for our school. It contains a lesson on the structure of the national government, following lessons on the Declaration of Independence and Constitution. This is the primary source of more in-depth information that will be used in social studies class.

Ohio Educators. (2008). Coach: Ohio Achievement Test Social Studies. New York: Triumph.

This workbook is a resource that is used in my class as a review of the skills that are being taught. This is a way to assess the students' understanding of the concepts that are currently being taught. It contains mini assessments on all of the different standards that are required for fifth grade social studies in the state of Ohio. It also contains smaller practice achievement tests.

Killoran, J., Zimmer, S., Jarrett, M. (2006). Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test. Ronkonkoma: Jarrett.

This text looks like a workbook and was the primary book that was used during the 2008-2009 school year. It will also be the primary book in the 2009-2010 school year, but it will be used in tandem with the Harcourt book mentioned above. This book deals with each standard, even the hard to teach ones. It has a chapter on the structure of government and one on citizenship. It also parallels the national and Ohio state governments. It contains sample achievement tests. The text is worded very similarly to the Ohio Achievement Test.

Our Federal Government: The Legislative Branch. 100% Educational Videos (2004).  Retrieved May 30, 2009, from Discovery Education: http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/

This movie is approximately eighteen minutes in length. It contains background information on the parts of the legislative branch, the parts, the differences in the parts, and how to make a law or amend the constitution. This movie is a shortened component that is a good way to reinforce the ideas that are being taught in the unit.

Federal Government: The Supreme Court. Rainbow Educational Media (2004). Retrieved May 30, 2009, from Discovery Education: http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/

This movie is approximately eighteen minutes in length. It contains background information on the structure, responsibility, and foundations of the Supreme Court. This movie is a shortened component that is a good way to reinforce the ideas that are being taught in the unit.

Our Federal Government: The Judicial Branch. 100% Educational Videos (2004). Retrieved May 30, 2009, from Discovery Education: http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/

This movie is approximately eighteen minutes in length. It contains background information on the structure, history, and jobs of the judicial branch. This movie is a shortened component that is a good way to reinforce the ideas that are being taught in the unit.

Our Federal Government: The Executive Branch. 100% Educational Videos (2004). Retrieved May 30, 2009, from Discovery Education: http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
This movie is approximately eighteen minutes in length. It contains background information on the role of the President, checks and balances, and what the branch does. This movie is a shortened component that is a good way to reinforce the ideas that are being taught in the unit.

Weekly Reader. (2005). How Our Government Works. USA: [Author].

This book is a resource that contains small articles about different types of government, how our government became what it is, the roles of government documents, and the roles of the branches of the government. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning time.

Marsh, C. (2005). “Quit Bossing Us Around!”: The Declaration of Independence. Gallopade International.

This book is a resource that contains summaries of the events leading to the creation of the Declaration, the people who played a part, and the events surrounding its creation. This book also contains activities that coincide with each summary. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning time.

Marsh, C. (2005). “Sign on the Dotted Line!”: The U.S. Constitution. Gallopade International.

This book is a resource that contains summaries of the Constitution, what the Constitution contains, and what the Constitution does. This book also contains activities that coincide with each summary. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning time.

Marsh, C. (2005). “It Can't Be Wrong!”: The Bill of Rights. Gallopade International.

This book contains summaries of what the Bill of Rights is, each amendment, and the amendment process. This book also contains activities that coincide with each summary. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning time.

Hargrove, J. (2000). History Speaks... Executive Branch of the Government. Carthage: Teaching & Learning Co.

This book contains activities that deal with the role of the executive branch, the structure of the executive branch, and how it was created. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning Time.

Hargrove, J. (2000). History Speaks... Legislative Branch of the Government. Carthage: Teaching & Learning Co.

This book contains activities that deal with the role of the legislative branch, the structure of the legislative branch, and how it was created. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning Time.

Hargrove, J. (2000). History Speaks... Judicial Branch of the Government. Carthage: Teaching & Learning Co.

This book contains activities that deal with the role of the judicial branch, the structure of the judicial branch, and how it was created. This book contains activities that I would use in our Friday Collaborative Learning time. 

