Statement of Purpose:  7th Grade Mathematics

This class will introduce 7th Grade students to a variety of mathematical concepts.  The areas included are the number sense, algebra, geometry, measurement, and data analysis strands, set by the Ohio Department of Education.  Ultimately, the driving force, behind the curriculum design, is the Ohio State Standards.  With that said, the 7th Grade strands and benchmarks are not only a continuation of the skills mastered by the students in their 6th grade year, but also the building blocks for the concepts they will be taught in their 8th grade mathematics courses.  This approach mirrors the constructivist learning theory that stated that new information should build upon prior knowledge ("Constructivism (learning theory)," 2009).  Likewise, it is important to note that each one of these areas can not be explored separately; yet, the skill presented must be intertwined throughout the school year.  Again, a mastered skill is simply a stepping stone for another concept that will arise later in the unit; therefore the intermingling is coherent throughout the year, as well as years to come.  In other words, learning is a process, rather then an end and a beginning ("Constructivism (learning theory)," 2009).
Virtually, every professional field uses math, to some degree.  Therefore, the purpose of this curriculum is to grasp the essence of mathematical thinking.  Ultimately, this course will help 7th grade students discover mathematical rules that can be applied to real life situations.   They will use concrete concepts to aid in them in their decision making.  Whether the decisions are as complex as buying a house, or as simplistic as buying lunch, as an educator, it is a goal to arm the students with enough knowledge that will empower them to think critically in order to make good choices.  This idea coincides with Mendler, (2000) who suggested that by creating real life relevance behind the curriculum will spark student motivation.  
The Basic Lesson Planning Model was used to construct the attached lesson plans (Chiarelott, 2006).  In an organized fashion, the mathematical concepts are presented, with the behaviorist and constructivist theories being a key motivator (Chiarelott, 2006).  The presentation of topics is executed in a variety of ways, so that none of the learning styles are being ignored.

These skills will be assessed on a number of different levels, by manipulating the outline of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  With the use of higher level thinking skills, such as analysis and application, the students will be given the opportunity to display their understanding through various avenues.  Specifically, the students will be assessed through assignments, class discussions, group activities, observations, quizzes, tests, and final exams.  These assessment tools will enlighten me on their progress, as well as provide the students with a chance to learn from their mistakes.  
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