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Sequencing Rationale
“The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA), officially allowed students to be classified as learning disabled based on documentation of how well they respond to interventions- a procedure commonly referred to as RTI.  IDEA 2004 specifies that, for the purpose of determining learning disability (LD) eligibility, a school district may implement a procedure that involves documentation  of how a child responds to scientific, research-based interventions as par tof its evaluation procedures” (Bender & Shores, 2007). 



Using Response to Intervention (RTI) in the following prescribed steps will ensure that only students who truly have learning disabilities will be diagnosed and receive special education services provided through an Individualized Education Plan (IEP.)  It will also ensure that all students receive appropriate whole group and small group interventions including differentiated instruction.

I. All staff receives training in RTI research and practice.

II. Use whole-group benchmarks in reading and math three times a year as prescribed by our district’s AIMSWEB schedule.

III. Target whole group interventions- activities and lessons that will benefit the entire general education class.  These are for the students who are on target, to ensure that they continue to make progress and do not fall behind.

IV. Target Tier 2 interventions for students who score in the “emerging” category.  Each intervention must be provided, and documented for six weeks.

V. Discuss referral through the IAT process for students who fail to respond to Tier 2 Interventions, and collaborate with special education staff to begin providing Tier 3 Interventions
