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Integrating technology into the classroom is a topic that is becoming vital in today’s educational world. Students are being exposed to a vast knowledge of technology and are able to use it properly as young as Kindergarteners. Technology allows teachers the freedom to enhance learning and make assignments more productive in a variety of ways. 


Overall, especially in younger grade levels, it is important to make sure that technology resources are being used correctly by the students. In this integrating technology unit, the lessons will be begin with the “basics” of using the technological tools that are available in the school and classroom. The parts of a computer will be reinforced and how they are properly used. This will allow students to become familiar with the resources and will make it a smooth transition into integrating more and more technology into everyday units and lessons. 


As students become more familiar with the parts of a computer and other technology presented to them in the classroom, this will not only begin to lay a foundation of their knowledge of the resources, but will also assist with vital comprehension of alphabet recognition, letter sounds, and decoding  and writing words parts. The technology will lend a hand in so many other important aspects in the beginning years of schooling. 


As the unit continues to introduce the parts and usage of the computer, slowly integrating other forms of technology into everyday lessons will be the next key component. This will include teacher led lessons that introduce basic educational games, usage of the keyboard and mouse, and understanding how important the correct usage of the computer is. The technology will then be slowly integrated into learning centers that are monitored by the teacher to assist when needed and observe student usage. 


Beginning many of the lessons as “teacher directed”, will give students a good foundation of knowledge in using the resources provided that are not always offered to them in their daily lives or at home. As the students continue to gain knowledge, the teacher will use observations to see the progress of the students. Students will eventually be able to share with peers and classmates their knowledge of the technology used in the classroom. 

Many technological resources are presented in this unit including digital cameras, web cameras and various computer programs. The key component is for the students to become familiar and comfortable with the resources to lead to independence and proper usage. Since this unit is geared towards younger aged children, slowly integrating the technology into everyday lessons and beginning with teacher directed lessons, student success will be the end result. The unit will eventually allow students to take ownership of their own learning and visit places they have never been before. 

