Show Me Our Rights


Each of you, as part of a team of two, will analyze an Amendment or a specific aspect of an Amendment, and its impact your life. You will then create a presentation that accurately depicts the impact of the Amendment on the lives of Americans.

Ÿ Specifics

Working with your group you will put together a video production covering all aspects of your team’s Amendment. You must present this to the class. This presentation is to be a minimum of four minutes. Remember this; Show me the Amendment, do not tell me about it.

Ÿ Jobs

One member must come up with a general plan or idea about what the video will contain. (What is going on, basic story line etc.) This is to be typed and should be a step-by-step description of the video. This person also must create a shot list. This is a simple list and brief description (1 sentence) of how the presentation will progress. The shot list should be a step by step guide of exactly what the camera will be focused on. This list is designed to help the filming process.

The other member must write a script. This needs to be precise and exact. I want every step of the production planned out from the opening lines to where the actors should stand.

Finally, acting; I do not expect academy award winning performances. However both of you should have active roles in the production. If necessary you may use more than the two of you in the video. You however are responsible to find these volunteers not me. I would hope that other members of the class would help you. If not, anyone will do.

Ÿ Production Specifics

Within your presentation you will need to use several specific production techniques. Your presentation must consist of at least two scenes with at least two shots each. Please stay away from excessive zooming, this makes the production difficult for the audience to view.

Ÿ Important Definitions

Shot: The basic unit of production, one running of the camera. Start camera - stop camera equals one shot. Shots are edited together to tell the story.

Scene: A group of related shots that tell a larger story.

Ÿ Amendments / specific aspects

1. Freedom of expression
2. Freedom of religion

3. Freedom of the press

4. Right to assemble and petition the government

5. Fourth Amendment
6. Protection from self incrimination and due process of law
7. Sixth Amendment
8. Eighth Amendment
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