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Preschool Unit on Animals

Statement of Purpose

The natural curiosity regarding animals, their behaviors and habitats begins at an early age.  The early years are a time when many foundational skills are learned and the ideas for many concepts are established.  Because young children take such an interest in their animal counterparts, learning about animals is an essential part of the preschool curriculum.  

Contextual curriculum, a way to intentionally motivate students to make connections to their lives and world by focusing on subjects that are meaningful to them, is exceptionally useful and widely used at the preschool level.  By employing specific strategies, teachers are able to use the interests of young children to help them to explore and learn about the world around them.
Young children, ages 3-5, are in the pre-operational stage of development and are inherently egocentric (Piaget, Gruber, & Vonèche, 1995).  During the preschool years children must transition from a view of self only to a view of self and world.  From the Pre-operational stage of development to the Concrete Operational stage (Piaget, Gruber, & Vonèche, 1995).  The introduction of a unit on animals serves to provide children with the opportunity to discover and explore beings other than themselves and allows them to see, explore and interact with a world outside of their own four walls.

Throughout the course of this unit, students will be exposed to many different concepts related to animals in order to provide a foundation of concepts from which to draw upon in later learning.  The concepts presented meet the requirements of the Early Learning Content Standards set forth by the Ohio Department of Education and are developmentally appropriate for students ages 3-5.

The goals to be addressed in this unit include: identifying several different animals, matching animals to their habitats and comparing and contrasting the needs and abilities of animals to those of themselves.  The goals will be addressed and assessed through play and observational and anecdotal notes.

The instructional model that is being employed is The Basic Lesson Planning Model (Chiarelott, 2006), consisting of five parts:

· The concept or skill to be learned

· Lesson Objectives

· Procedures

· Assessment Strategy

· Materials

The layout of the lesson plans was slightly modified to include the materials section at the beginning of the lesson before the procedures.  This was done to help the teacher to better prepare for the lesson and to be sure that materials were at the forefront and not accidentally forgotten.
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