Rationale

Money can be a very difficult concept for students to grasp.  Most kindergarten students know they need money to buy things and that their parents earn money by going to work.  However, kindergarteners usually do not have a complete understanding of money, as it is an abstract concept. For example, many of them believe a nickel and penny have a higher value than a dime because of the size of the coin.  It is essential for students to identify each coin by the end of kindergarten so that in first grade they are prepared to begin counting combinations of coins.  They will then be able to transfer these skills into everyday life.

Introducing all three coins at once could be very confusing and overwhelming for many kindergarten-aged students. Therefore, one new coin will be introduced each day, with review and practice of previously taught coins being provided for the remainder of the week and throughout the end of the school year.  According to Drum & Petty, 1999, when teaching children about coins and money, it is “very important to use manipulatives and/or actual coins when learning to identify coins and their names.”  During the introduction and developmental activities of each lesson, manipulatives and actual coins will be used. 
An activity-centered classroom is “a far richer and more stimulating environment than one dominated by pencil-and-paper, teacher-directed tasks (Moyer, 1999).”  A range of learning centers and activities were created for this unit including activities equipped with manipulatives and hands-on activities, to engage children in their learning and provide them with sustained amounts of time to learn, explore, communicate with peers and ask questions. Moyer also points out that using “individual, small group, large group, role- enactment activities, and activity centers” are great strategies to use while teaching a kindergarten class.  Each introductory and conclusion activity will be completed as a while group, with developmental activities completed at centers in small groups.  During each lesson, students will be exposed to songs related to the coins being learned.  Using music helps children retain information and learn new vocabulary, especially if it is sung to a familiar tune. Adding movement or visual aids to a song allows children the opportunity to use a variety of senses (Ringgenberg, 2003).  
Even at the kindergarten level, vocabulary words are an essential component of reading instruction.  Each day the name of the coin will be written in chart paper, so by the end of the week, students are able to recognize the names of the coins.  On the fifth day of this unit plan, students will begin to match each coin to the word that names the picture. “ Math vocabulary words need to be taught to students using a variety of methods including intentional, explicit instruction of specific vocabulary words (Burns, 2006)”.   

Recognizing and using change are essential life skills.  It is important that the standards for this unit be mastery because end of the school year.  Students struggling to master the concepts will be provided with intervention and direct instruction until mastery is achieved.   Because kindergartners need repeated exposure to materials to ensure mastery, the concept of money will continue to be reinforced throughout the year.  
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