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Statement of Purpose

     Teaching the works of Charles Dickens can be a challenge, and opportunity, and a joy. The challenge arises from persuading students to overcome their prejudices about reading a thick, nineteenth century novel with unfamiliar, difficult words.
     As Don Gallo points out, “The classics are not about teenage concerns! They are about adult issues. Moreover, they were written for educated adults who had the leisure and the time to read them. They were incidentally, written to be enjoyed – not dissected, not analyzed, and certainly not tested.” (Gallo, 2001)
     The joy comes when those barriers are crossed and my students begin to relate and actually enjoy the plot twists and unusual but interesting characters. Teenagers will still respond to such things as the terror and comedy of the convict on the moors, the abusive Mrs. Joe, Pip’s longing, self-absorption and egotistical short-sightedness, to the grotesque sight of Miss Havisham’s wedding table at Satis House, and to the final revelations about Magwitch, Joe, Biddy, Estella and Pip.
     There is no question about it, getting students to find joy in the novel takes work. One of the big questions we must answer is “How can we help to make a connection between a 150-year-old novel and a 14 or 15-year old student?” Active, creative teaching is necessary to get past the barriers imposed by the distance of time and the unfamiliarity and difficulty of the language. Teaching any Dickens novel requires hands-on monitoring, mentoring, and imaginative lesson plans that will capture the interest of teenagers. One possible solution is the pairing of a classic with a young adult novel or a more modern version of a video version of the classic.  (Porteus, 2009)
      The ultimate goal in the Ninth Grade Language Arts at West Jefferson High School is to incorporate the above-mentioned challenge with the requirements of preparing students for the reading and writing portions of the Ohio Graduation Test and meeting state and national standards in the subject area.  (National Council of Teachers of English, 1993) and  (Ohio Department of Education, 2003)

The main purpose of this unit is to integrate creativity and requirements in a way that captures the interest, imagination and character of ninth grade students allowing them to learn contextually through skill development and critical thinking development. This type of teaching and learning becomes a win-win for all of the stakeholders involved in this process.
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