Excerpt from “After Tiananmen and Prison, a Comfortable but Uneasy Life in the New China”

Thursday marks 20 years since hundreds of students, workers and average citizens died in an army assault on the Tiananmen Square democracy movement in the center of Beijing. Inside China, the day is a nonevent; even oblique references to June 4 are taboo.

For the outside world, Chinese officials this year offer a tenable excuse: the protests, they say, threatened China’s stability. With stability restored, China produced an economic miracle that has lifted scores of millions from destitution

For veterans of the June 4 movement, however, reconciliation is seldom so tidy or superficial.
[Mr. Liu] says he is still watched constantly by security agents. “The government really hates us,” he said. “It pains them that we are here. We do a lot of things they don’t like. But the price of destroying us is something they can’t afford.”
He says he is now devoting his energies to deeper discussions on how China can rejoin the modern democratic world. For someone who saw his hopes crushed at Tiananmen, it is a tall order, and he knows it.

