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Concise summary of material

Peter Renshaw introduced Stephanie McCaw, HOD Music at Kelvin Grove State School.  Stephanie has helped introduce a “Community of Learners” policy in the music department.  This is a progressive concept where :

· the staff room is open to students, past-students, parents and the community

· there is facility to prepare food, and an eating area

· opportunity for ‘others’ to use school facilities to teach for money

The “Community of Learners” is based on three principles :

1. expertise / knowledge / skill is distributed

2. learning is about sharing

3. communities can be both inclusive and exclusive, so we have to examine our classroom structures to ensure we have inclusive communities.

This “space” at Kelvin Grove has the following characteristics :

· there are high expectations for all who use this space

· encourages student decision making and responsibility

· there is a mix of levels of expertise

· there is open access at all times

· there is formal and informal learning

· the space is relaxed but focussed

· there is a sense of shared life

· democracy, responsibility and freedom of expression exists

The qualities exhibited in this “space” include :

· vibrancy

· energy

· engaged activities

· stimulation of senses and thought

· friendship and trust

Stephanie emphasised time as the one key element that cannot be overlooked.  It takes time to allow this kind of “space” to develop.  You cannot force it or rush it.  The students have to develop the perception that “we” like them.  In return they will like us and they will enjoy being noticed and appreciated by us.

.  

Connection to CF and STA and other relevant courses

This “space” would be tremendous as a growing and learning space.  In a science context, it could promote sharing of ideas, stimulation of thought and new projects, peer tutoring etc.  One would have to be very careful of safety where chemicals and/or experiments were concerned.  Ideally the “space” should allow for experimentation, but this must be conducted in a recognised scientific manner, not in a dangerous haphazard way.

A “space” with online access, books and magazines, chairs and tables.  Areas to eat and relax.  Like a beehive in terms of organisation and activity.  What a concept for education !  Talk about being progressive and proactive.!

Thoughtful focussed commentary using self-reflective questions

I like this idea a lot.  Could I implement a “space” like this ? - I believe I could, and would like to try, but Queensland Education and other staff members, not least the Head would have to be on-board for this to succeed.  How much time have I got to devote to developing this “space” ?  As a new teacher I believe I will have very little spare time to start with.  In addition established teachers may have an inertia to such radical change.  I don’t see this as an easy goal, but definitely a desirable goal.  Worth a try !

In-depth reflection on ones values and commitments as a teacher and the implications of the ideas more broadly for schooling and society

This “space” fits well with my philosophy of education for developing effective citizens.  By developing such a “space” and have the role modelling behaviour that is needed for such a “space” I believe I can contribute positively to improving learning, knowledge, curiosity and becoming effective members of society.  Sharing, it’s all about sharing to promote the good of the “whole”.  Community is made up of individuals, but community is much bigger than any individual.
Statement of my teaching philosophy :

I believe it is important to establish an environment and a relationship with students, where they can feel safe, comfortable and valued as we journey towards increased knowledge and understanding, improved thinking skills and becoming effective members of society.

