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Concise summary of materia

Peter Renshaw introduced the lecture asking us to consider 



“Think about the teacher you would like to be”


In this regard he suggested ..

being reflective

look for strategies and tools to help us as teachers

· Reflection


You need time to think - talk to each other to “think together”

Thinking isn’t passive  - you need to form and translate ideas

Use writing to think     - think/write => reflect/write => share, talk, revisit

Next we were shown four Inspiring teachers video clips, and asked to ...

· A) Describe their personal qualities

· B) Note their main teaching strategy

· C) Do you want to be like them, and why

· D) Formulate a sentence about their teaching philosophy

1. Ms Brookes
a) qualities - warm, caring, enthusiastic and inspiring
b) she used group activities to teach
c) yes - the students work with her, and she has fun
d) It’s all about the children

2. Mr Parker
a) energetic, has a teaching persona, very expressive and animated
b) verbal interaction, keeping the students thinking and explaining what they think
c) yes - the students draw from his energy, and really respect him for his persona
d) Maintain authority but build rapport, dialog and respect with the students by making them think critically and being involved.

3. Miss Badve
a) passionate, nurturing, empathetic and positive
b) her main strategy was connectiveness with the students
c) yes - she has fun, and gets enjoyment from the communication and interaction
d) The kids are our future !

4. Ms Valassis
a) empathy, approachable, dedicated all day
b) eye contact, no lies, respect, - communication and values
c) yes - she really enjoys the students as individuals
d) Role playing - Science is life


Lynne Baker led the tutorial and discussed and expanded on the theme of “what sort of teacher would I like to be ?” and “How do we maintain these qualities ?” with an active discussion and multiple question and answer sessions.


Connection to CF and STA and other relevant courses

I think that the personal qualities we saw are great, but not all obtainable in a short time.  I will try hard to develop them but I can see it will not be easy, nor obtainable alone.  The other staff members, and the students will have an important part to play in the development of these qualities.

However if I can develop some of them, I am sure they will be extremely valuable in my science and other classes.  

Thoughtful focussed commentary using self-reflective questions

I do not posses all the qualities we saw.  I tend to ‘react’ to the ‘other person(s)’ attitudes and expressions, in order to formulate a response.  Now I see that I will need to take a more positive and proactive role in drawing out or eliciting positive responses out of the students.  This will not happen with every student and I will have to work on not letting this ‘negative’ response affect my response to that individual !  I don’t think this is going to be easy, but I believe it is necessary if I want to become a good teacher to ALL students.

In-depth reflection on ones values and commitments as a teacher and the implications of the ideas more broadly for schooling and society

I believe schooling is largely about preparing students for ‘life after school’.  That is their existence in, and participation in society.  The teacher has to be a positive, and effective role model in all aspects ie. Dress, behaviour, language, values etc.

That means being patient, understanding, and considering others and not just oneself.  All values that a good teacher should exercise in the school environment, not just in the classroom.

