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Concise summary of material

        Peter Renshaw started the lecture by talking on the role of a teacher in the class, and what it is the teacher needs to aim for with regards to the students ...
- learning is the primary object
- keeping students on task
- students must be responsible for their learning
- students must self-regulate not because you say so, but because they want to

Peter spoke on Direct Instruction, pointing out the following ...
- sometimes you need to ‘fake’ confidence and enthusiasm
- you must be an expert on how to teach a diverse range of learners
- you need to find out what the students know already
- what would they like to know ?
- how can you find this out ?
- are the students actively engaged, thinking, actively constructing, note-taking etc
- give them a task at the end of the lesson in which they must explain what they have learnt

Peter then spoke on Discussion and Dialog as a teaching strategy, highlighting ...
- what precedes the discussion ?
- what are the ground rules for the discussion ?
- how the teacher needs to guide the discussion between dispute and exploration
- how re-voicing, without altering or taking ownership of the idea is a powerful tool
- that teachers must take a neutral stance in many areas eg religion, politics but
- can play the Devil’s Advocate to stimulate thought and discussion
- what follows discussion ? The need for reflection/review and summary
- that it is often better to end a discussion without agreement as this can stimulate further thought on the subject

Peter then introduced Chris Poulsen, a teacher of 24-odd years 
We watched two of her classroom sessions. A year 12 and a year 9 class.  She was very animated, with head, eye, hands and voice interaction.  She is very vocal, and maintains control with her dialog, without being threatening.

Her philosophy of teaching is that ...
- it must be done right
- students must experience personal growth
- teachers must model social values eg language, honesty etc

Important observations from her videos include ...
- find out what the students know eg with questions and writing down the responses
- use of technology eg computers
- walking between the desk while teaching
- look at all the students during the class
- arms going all the time !
- promote student dialog amongst themselves
- build a safe, non-threatening learning environment 

Chris made some interesting comments on her experience with teaching

· In group work, many do the minimum, or not enough

· So little time in senior school to get through the content AND complete assessment

Connection to CF and STA and other relevant courses

Everything we learned from Chris will be extremely useful in the teaching of science and chemistry, except the flaying arms might need to be carefully directed, what with all the test tubes and beakers around !

Thoughtful focussed commentary using self-reflective questions

At this point in time I begin to see that the content to be taught is the least of my worries.  School is like a whole community in itself, with all the complexities of a wider society, and that by far the most challenging aspect is getting to know the students as individuals and to ‘learn’ how to best interact with each individual to stimulate self-growth and self-regulation.

Which brings me to the point - is teaching more about making students ‘clever’ or making them better prepared for life after school ?  

In-depth reflection on ones values and commitments as a teacher and the implications of the ideas more broadly for schooling and society

Certainly when I was at school it was about making student ‘clever’. The teachers taught content and assessed for assigning marks and ranking in order of ‘cleverness’.  There was little education in matters outside the school content.  The teachers were good role models in their dress, language and behaviour, but did little more than deliver the necessary content (and lots of homework).

Today teachers need to be so much more than the teachers of the 70’s.  Society with new technologies, ease of travel, integration of diverse cultures, need more rounded and readied school leavers, and this extra ‘education’ must largely fall on the teachers shoulders as the pressures of family matters draw more families into two partner workers, or single parent families.

Following is my concept of lesson planning at this point in time...
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