Assignment 2 : EDUC6600

Powerpoint on My Teaching Philosophy - the link
Contexts within philosophy

· diversity of students, and their prior knowledge and culture set

· behaviour management and discipline techniques

· diversity of learning styles that students prefer

· different teaching styles - teaching strategies

· what you believe education is supposed to achieve

· how you believe this aim should be achieved

· how education links in with the community

· respect - who gets it and how and why

· the classroom environment that promotes ‘safe’ discourse and inquiry

· is education all about cognition, or is action part of education

· how are students assessed along their educational journey


Some notes from an internet self-assessment site on philosophy of teaching
1. Facts, concepts, and principles are the most important things that students should acquire.

2. I set high standards for students in this class.

3. What I say and do models appropriate ways for students to think about issues in the content.

4. My teaching goals and methods address a variety of student learning styles.

5. Students typically work on course projects alone with little supervision from me.

6. Sharing my knowledge and expertise with students is very important to me.

7. I give students negative feedback when their performance is unsatisfactory.

8. Students are encouraged to emulate the example I provide.

9. I spend time consulting with students on how to improve their work on individual and/or group projects

10. Activities in this class encourage students to develop their own ideas about content issues.

11. What I have to say about a topic is important for students to acquire a broader perspective on the issues in that area.

12. Students would describe my standards and expectations as somewhat strict and rigid.

14. Small group discussions are employed to help students develop their ability to think critically.

15. Students design one of more self-directed learning experiences.

16. I want students to leave this course well prepared for further work in this area.

17. It is my responsibility to define what students must learn and how they should learn it.

19. I guide students' work on course projects by asking questions, exploring options, and suggesting alternative ways to do things.

20. Developing the ability of students to think and work independently is an important goal.

24. Course activities encourage students to take initiative and responsibility for their learning.

25. Students take responsibility for teaching part of the class sessions.

28. Students receive frequent verbal and/or written comments on their performance.

29. I solicit student advice about how and what to teach in this course.

34. Students can make choices among activities in order to complete course requirements.

39. I give students a lot of personal support and encouragement to do well in this course.

40. I assume the role of a resource person who is available to students whenever they need help.

	Philosophy
	Qualities

	· constructivist teacher


· student-centered

· democratic

· inquiry based



· Geoff Hilton - teaching is an intellectual and practical activity, helping learners become critically thinking and engaged citizens

linked teaching to decision making, action and engaged citizenship


To teach like this you would need to be a suitable role model, with democratic outlook, analytical skills, and decision making abilities.  You would need to tolerate diversity, and be able to have a dialog with someone having an opposite view.  Also be open to changing your point of view if the evidence suggests your stance is no longer appropriate.  In addition you would have to demonstrate your beliefs as actions.  ie follow through from thought to deed.




· Chris Poulsen - believes in student-centered, democratic classrooms.  She ‘sees’ the teacher as a guide or scaffolder in bringing students to the point of being able to express themselves clearly and confidently, in building their own knowledge on the foundations of their prior learnings.
	build in small steps on the prior understandings

anti-authoritarian, guide and scaffolder

we-all get a say in our education

curious, deep, critical thinker


must understand complex arguments

have multi-literacy skills to understand real-world issues

be able to assess motives behind reports

be able to assess quality of reports

be able to make  holistic assessments and decisions

assumes students are motivated to become modern, real-world citizens at a young age

students must be able balance opposing arguments

teaching students to be proactive, rather than fence sitters

let students understand that you will never know everything, and that it is okay to investigate further, collect new data and rethink your opinions

offer students choice

provide a wide range of options

use discussion and open-debate

safe learning environment

students construct their own learnings


	Strategies
	Skills/Tactics

	direct instruction
	· know the subject matter well

· have good presence, posture, animation, voice modulation

· make use of multi-media to engage students

· pace the lesson so all students can follow instruction

· use questions to ascertain understanding, during the lesson

· section the lesson into time units the students can handle

	discussion
	Student activities

· thinking and explaining

· listening

· making notes

Teacher actions

· direct instruction

· question posing

· revoicing and probing



	small-group work
	Student activities

· discussion

· brain-storming

· readings

· internet research

· expert-person involvement

Teacher actions

· get students to do a Y-Chart

· concept map

· mind map

· ‘game-like’ competition between groups

· assess group performance



	cooperative learning
	Student activities

Teacher actions

· get students to do a Y-Chart

· mind map

· concept map



	problem solving
	Student activities

· brain-storming

· peer discussion

· internet research

· expert involvement

· trial and error

· book and journal reviews

· experimentation

Teacher actions

· observing students

· probing questions

· suggesting lines of thinking

· reviewing student journals

· concept map

· mind map



	student research
	Student activities

· brain-storming

· peer discussion

· internet research

· expert involvement

· trial and error

· book and journal reviews

· experimentation

Teacher actions

· observing students

· probing questions

· suggesting lines of thinking

· reviewing student journals



	role play
	Student activities

· brain-storming

· peer discussion

· internet research

· book and journal reviews

· role play activity/practice

Teacher actions

· observing students

· probing questions

· suggesting lines of thinking

· reviewing student outlines



	case study
	Student activities

· peer discussion

· internet research

· expert involvement

· book and journal reviews

Teacher actions

· observing students

· probing questions

· suggesting lines of thinking

· reviewing student writings



	journals, writing
	Student activities

· reading set works

· book and journal reviews

· review example works

· internet research

· expert-person advice

Teacher actions

· periodic review of writings

· provide example works

· guide students when required
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	Overall statement of my philosophy

I believe it is important to establish an environment and a relationship with students, where they can feel safe, comfortable and valued as we journey towards increased knowledge and understanding, improved thinking skills and becoming effective members of society.
	I believe my role is to allow students to achieve advancement in content knowledge (after all,  you do want to know more on leaving school than when you first went to school!), but if not more importantly, new and better techniques in thinking, and development in their path to becoming effective and engaged members of society.

So the three corner-stones of my philosophy at this point in time are ...


· advancement of knowledge

· improvement in thinking skills

· development of the individual into an effective  member of society

I will need to be a role model, a tutor, a guide and confidant.  However I will need to resist imparting my thoughts and ideas directly onto the young minds.  I am there to guide development, NOT direct development towards my points of view.  Current world issues and current society values will be corner-stones in this development.
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	Take the points in slide 2 one at a time and expand on them.

Establish the environment
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