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Concise summary of materia

This week we focussed on ...

· Cross-curriculum learning

· Multi-literacy & numeracy

Specifically under the sub-headings of ...

· Sustainability

· ATSI perspective

· Asian dimension

We looked at compartmentalising knowledge into ‘knowledge silos’, and how this inhibits connectivity of concepts.  Also that to use ‘connected thinking’ one needs a context.  This was demonstrated in the following sentence, in which every word is plain, and the sentence is grammatically and syntactically correct, but without a context, the meaning is unclear ...

The notes were sour because the seams split.

Next we looked briefly at schema theory; more specifically ...

· Schemata - formed through experience
       - form our background knowledge

· Rich schemata - dense in inter-connections & deeply layered

Peter discussed the problems of ‘curriculum silos’, and ways to prevent this with ...

· techniques such as problem solving, brainstorming etc. 

· Mind mapping

· Tools such as QCATS

· Productive pedagogies

· Intellect challenging

· Connectedness

· Social support

· Values & working with difference

This was followed with a short video by Al Gore, in which he presented his argument for climate change due to our increased CO2 emissions.  This was mean to highlight the pedagogical techniques that he used, not so much the content - even though Peter is NOT a ‘climate change skeptic’ and is  obviously passionate about this subject !

Peter then introduced Geof Hilton, a teacher of  thirty-odd years experience, who spoke on teaching approach and philosophy.  Specifically under the sub-headings ...

· Social-cultural approaches

· Constructivism

· Evolving philosophy

Geof stressed that we were teaching children, not content, and that that meant we need to lead them to become informed citizens, with skills in ...

· Using knowledge in practical ways

· Ability to make lifestyle choices

· Being able to assess ‘dollar votes’

· Being able to champion a cause

· Then ‘be the change’

· Being informed voters

Geof then suggested ways to help students unpack what they are being ‘told’ using the following techniques

· Analysing written text

· Analysing visual text

· Analysing multi-modal text

· All needing ...

· Visual skills

· Mathematical skills

· Language skills

· Analytical skills

· Multi-modal skills

· Decision making skills

This was followed by a tutorial with Lynne, in which she/we discussed how to motivate and engage students. 

Connection to CF and STA and other relevant courses

Connectedness is a great ability to have.  Imaging a physicist who cannot relate his math knowledge to his physics of motion problems !  He would be like a pen without ink.  Multi-modal skills give an all-round education, and connectedness between the skills give the power to use and develop.

Thoughtful focussed commentary using self-reflective questions

Movement of people around the world, exchange of information, cross-pollination of ideas has never been faster and shows no sign of slowing down.  This integration of diversity needs new appreciations and skills.  We will need to value each other and our ideas and cultures, as individuals and as groups.

Failure to teach this at an early age can lead to dysfunctional anti-social behaviour in adults; so understanding and embracing diversity is another prime educational goal - in my humble opinion.  

How am I going to help achieve this as a teacher ?  My practicum is in Chinchilla and I hope to see some diversity in action, and thereby get some first hand experience to help me develop ideas and strategies in this direction.  The schools behaviour policy will be a good place to start.  

In-depth reflection on ones values and commitments as a teacher and the implications of the ideas more broadly for schooling and society

Something of concern is the educate versus indoctrinate possibility in teaching.  Both Peter and Geof were advocating that the purpose of education was to be able to make informed decisions, and then act on those decisions.  Geof went further in suggesting we are essentially educating students to become informed voters, as this was the way our democratic system of government operates.

I am uncomfortable about education pushing the boundaries to this extent.  I do believe teachers have a prime responsibility to teach children different thinking strategies, as well as analytical tools to assess all the ‘material’ to which they will be exposed.  However history has shown time and time again that man is essentially self-centered, and egotistic and I fear that many teachers will use their position to persuade, indoctrinate, whatever you want to call it, to ‘shape’ children towards their position(s). 

We see this every day in the newspapers - this one is pro-labor, this one pro-liberal, this magazine anti-abortion etc; on the TV, in the homes, and now we have the possibility for this in the school.  I just can’t help getting the feeling we are losing sight of the old-style, traditional values of children being young and carefree, growing up in safe environments, having fun as they take time to grow up.  Now we are rushing them through this phase of their life, and ‘pushing’ them in the direction in which we want them to go in.   
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Below is my second attempt at designing a comprehensive lesson plan proforma

	Unit:
	
	Date:
	

	Topic:
	

	I have:
	Notes:

	Read through the relevant textbook chapter
q
	

	Checked the Study Guide content for this topic
q
	

	Reviewed the lecture slides/notes for this topic   q
	

	Decided which key concepts I want to cover
             q
	

	Clarified how this topic relates to other topics
q
	

	Listed my learning objectives using action verbsI                   q
	

	Designed my learning activities
q
	

	Allocated approximate times to activities
q
	

	Set some questions to guide general class discussion
q
	

	Prepared my overheads or slides
                          q
	

	Photocopied my handouts
q
	

	Planned how the room will be arranged
q
	

	Planned a short activity in case we finish early
q
	

	Printed a list of student names
q
	

	Determined required reading for the next topic
q
	

	Checked on important dates coming up
q
	

	I must remember to:

	


1. Preliminary Information

The development of a lesson plan begins somewhere, and a good place to start is with a  list or description of  general information about the plan. This information sets the boundaries or limits of the plan. Here is a good list of these information items: 

(a) the grade level of the students for whom the plan is intended; 

(b) the specific subject matter (mathematics, reading, language arts, science, social studies, etc.); 

(c) if appropriate, the name of the unit of which the lesson is a part; and 

(d) the name of the teacher.

2. The Parts

Each part of a lesson plan should fulfill some purpose in communicating 

the specific content, 

the objective, 

the learning prerequisites, 

what will happen, 

the sequence of student and teacher activities, 

the materials required, 

and the actual assessment procedures. 

Taken together, these parts constitute 

an end (the objective), 

the means (what will happen and the student and teacher activities), 

and an input (information about students and necessary resources). 

At the conclusion of a lesson, the assessment tells the teacher how well students actually attained the objective.

Six Common Mistakes in Lesson Planning

1. The objective of the lesson does not specify what the student will actually do that can be observed. Remember, an objective is a description of what a student does that forms the basis for making an inference about learning. Poorly written objectives lead to faulty inferences. 

2. The lesson assessment is disconnected from the behavior indicated in the objective. An assessment in a lesson plan is simply a description of how the teacher will determine whether the objective has been accomplished. It must be based on the same behavior that is incorporated in the objective. Anything else is flawed. 

3. The prerequisites are not specified or are inconsistent with what is actually required to succeed with the lesson. Prerequisites mean just that -- a statement of what a student needs to know or be able to do to succeed and accomplish the lesson objective. It is not easy to determine what is required, but it is necessary. Some research indicates that as much as 70% of learning is dependent on students having the appropriate prerequisites. 

4. The materials specified in the lesson are extraneous to the actual described learning activities. This means keep the list of materials in line with what you actually plan to do. Overkilling with materials is not a virtue! 

5. The instruction in which the teacher will engage is not efficient for the level of intended student learning. Efficiency is a measure that means getting more done with the same amount of effort, or the same amount with less effort. With so much to be learned, it should be obvious that instructional efficiency is paramount. 

6. The student activities described in the lesson plan do not contribute in a direct and effective way to the lesson objective. Don't have your students engaged in activities just to keep them busy. Whatever you have your students do should contribute in a direct way to their accomplishing the lesson objective.

	Unit:
	
	Date:
	

	Lesson / Topic:
	
	Text chapter(s):
	

	Content :
	Content: This is a statement that relates to the subject-matter content. The content may be a concept or a skill. Phrase this as follows: I want my students to: (be able to [name the skill]) OR (I want my students to understand [a description of the concept]). Often times, this content is predetermined or strongly suggested by the specific curriculum you are implementing through your teaching.

----------



	Key concepts:
	How this relates to syllabus / curriculum key learnings

----------



	Learning

objectives:
	Instructional Objective: Indicate what is to be learned - this must be a complete objective. Write this objective in terms of what an individual student will do, not what a group will do. Limit your objective to one behavioral verb. The verb you choose must come from the list of defined behavioral verbs on my web site. Make sure your objective relates to the content statement above.

----------



	Prior knowledge

Needed ...

Future work based on this :
	Prerequisites: Indicate what the student must already know or be able to do in order to be successful with this lesson. (You would want to list one or two specific behaviors necessary to begin this lesson). Some research indicates that up to 70% of what a student learns is dependent on his or her possessing the appropriate prerequisites.

----------



	Materials needed:
	

	Comments on lesson plan :
	Eg. If it’s based on someone else’s plan; the version number; etc.

----------

	Sequence of

content:
	Teaching activities:
	Learning activities:
	Resources required:
	Time

allocated

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	

	Closure / Conclusion
	How you plan to bring the lesson to an orderly and conclusive ending (or not!).

----------

	How to monitor / assess :


	Assessment/Evaluation: Describe how you will determine the extent to which students have attained the instructional objective. Be sure this part is directly connected to the behavior called for in the instructional objective.

----------



	Homework :
	Follow-up Activities: Indicate how other activities/materials will be used to reinforce and extend this lesson. Include homework, assignments, and projects.

----------



	Evaluation / Reflection :
	Self-Assessment (to be completed after the lesson is presented): Address the major components of the lesson plan, focusing on both the strengths, and areas of needed improvement. Determine here how you plan to collect information that will be useful for planning future lessons. A good idea is to analyze the difference between what you wanted (the objective) and what was attained (the results of the assessment).

----------
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