Reflective Essay

Individual Reflective Report on an Issue in Mathematics Education
Due date:

One week after tutorial presentation.

Weighting:
25%

Length:

1500-2000 words 

This is an individual written assignment, based on the issue that was the focus of your group seminar presentation. The literature and other references you sourced for preparation of your tutorial presentation will be the basis for material presented in your essay.

This essay is more than merely a discussion of your search of the literature. It needs to document your research of a topic, theme or educational issue of personal interest relating to mathematics teaching and learning in the junior secondary school. The assumption is that your research topic has high relevance for you in your teaching. 

In order to address this task, you will need to:

· provide a clear introduction/overview/abstract that highlights the major issues addressed in your seminar; 

· provide a personal narrative to explain how you came to choose this particular topic/theme;

· provide a rationale to explain why you believe that the topic/theme is important;

· demonstrate a clear understanding of selected major theoretical issues relating to this topic, drawing on both primary and secondary sources;

· introduce and reflect on available best practice research evidence relating to this topic;

· draw upon and incorporate relevant, contemporary (post 2002) wider, refereed reading (e.g. data bases, journals, textbooks, websites and the course readings) in your consideration of relevant issues;

· provide a clear conclusion, summarising the main findings from your discussion

The following structure will assist you in preparing the sections within your reflective essay.

Section I – Personal reflection on topic selection

Here is where you describe and discuss the knowledge, experience, or background you already had about your topic, BEFORE you did any research on it. In this section, describe the issue and why it interests you. Outline the importance of this issue in relation to teaching and/or learning mathematics in school. You may write this section in first person.

Section II – What I wanted to find out

Here is where you specify the main question or questions you researched. These questions are the passionate, fiery fuel that guided you through the morass of library work, interviews, fumbled bus, train or ferry rides, etc. These questions lead you to the sources that answered your questions. In this section, provide an overview of the question that guided your research into this topic. Outine here your thinking about the topic and the types of information you thought that you required to find the answers to your questions. This section should be brief. The main thing here is the question, so give it some thought and make it strong, clear and answerable through your research. 

Section III – The Search

This section provides an overview of how you went about your research. Write a summary of how you went about finding information on your topic. Consider how the previous section, where you identified what you thought you needed, actually matched with the search you undertook. It should not be a long section; approximately 1-2 paragraphs in length is sufficient. 

Section IV – What I Found

Here is where you present what you found on your topic. This is the meaty part of your essay. In this section, you need to adhere to academic style and rigour. You are presenting an argument here and need to ensure that any generalisations you made about your topic, about education, about life in general, are supported by appropriate references. In this section, you tell the reader what you found out about your topic on your journey. 

Section V – What I Learned

Here is where you reflect upon the entire search experience, not only what you got out of it and what you’ve learned, but how this search has changed your understanding of teaching and learning mathematics in secondary schools. It’s one to two paragraphs in length, and summarizes your travel, your journey, your quest for the holy grail of knowledge with which you were nearly consumed. 

Bibliography

Here is where you’ll list, in ABC order, the sources you’ve consulted for your paper. All sources must be listed here, and we follow the APA 6th edition documentation method.

