Sequencing Rationale:

The curriculum design for the Interdisciplinary Unit on Washington, D.C., for Special Needs students takes the students through four important sections: Historical background on Gettysburg, Gettysburg Address (100 years later), The Month That Saved America, and the Washington, D.C., National Mall. Each section increases importance as we explore our nation’s capital and prepare for the senior class trip in the spring of 2011.


The first subunit explores the Battle of Gettysburg, which is often described as either the turning point of the war or the site of Robert E. Lee’s greatest blunder. The students will gain an appreciation of one of history’s greatest battles and the contributions of such key individuals as Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee, and Ulysses S. Grant.


The Gettysburg Address is one the most historically significant speeches in United States history. It is critically important for the students and citizens of our country to not only be introduced to this document, but to explore the impact it will have on the United States in 1863 and 1963. The students will analyze how the contributions of people from various racial, ethnic, and religious groups have helped shape the national identify. The student will accomplish this by applying critical thinking skills, communicating in oral, written, and visual forms, and acquiring these skills through a variety of sources.

Once students understand the importance and significance of the Battle of Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address, it is then important for them to analyze the last few weeks of the Civil War, from President Lincoln’s second inauguration, to the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse, the assassination of Lincoln and the final laying down of arms by the Confederacy.

The fourth subunit allows the students to research the nation’s capitol, its monuments, the memorials, and the United States Presidents. This unit allows the students to tie in history, geography, science, and the visual arts curriculum to locations around the Washington Mall. As stated in the statement of purpose, interdisciplinary teaching focuses on meaningful learning skills that occur across content and curriculum and helps assist students in becoming lifelong learners. This subunit will allow the students to understand and experience US history, geography, science and art in the context of a metropolitan setting.

This sequencing rationale provides a more in-depth look at the Interdisciplinary Unit for Washington, D.C. for special needs students. Working through each subunit allows the students to build the necessary knowledge, vocabulary skills, and skill set to prepare them for the class trip in the spring of 2011. The sequence allows the students to build their knowledge of the history of our county and of the nation’s capitol and how racial equality has been a constant struggle in our nation’s history. The students will leave this unit with a firm understanding of Washington, D.C., and its historical significance. 
