Evaluation Strategy
Advanced Placement English 12: Literature and Composition

Critical Analysis Unit: Using Literary Theory/Criticism to Defend a Thesis

Issues of Morality

As students enter the real world after graduation, the ability to not only read, but also evaluate and interpret the information revealed to them via the numerous types of media they encounter on a day to day basis is immeasurably valuable.  Furthermore, they must also be able to, in turn, respond to the information they have received critically and reflectively, both verbally and through the medium of writing.  Since the skill sets at the center of this curriculum are so integral to interacting efficiently in the real world, both formative and summative evaluation methods will be used to determine the success of this curriculum design.

One type of formative evaluation will involve surveying the students in the AP English Literature and Composition course at the start of the unit to determine with which skills they individually feel they need the most practice.  Being able to zero-in on each student’s area(s) of weakness and differentiate planning and instruction throughout the unit accordingly is part of the on-going “tweaking” necessary to keep the curriculum design relevant to the needs of the students.  Throughout the unit, students will also have one-on-one conferences with the teacher to discuss their progress, their questions, their research methodology and their concerns about the concepts with which they are working.  Students will also document their progress in their reflection logs, peer evaluate each other’s written work and complete a thorough self-assessment at the completion of the unit.  Finally, the finished critical analysis pieces produced by the students will offer an opportunity for authentic assessment, which can also be included in the formative evaluation of the curriculum design.

The summative evaluation of this curriculum design will be three-fold.  Although summative evaluation usually takes place over an extended period of time, two forms of data to be considered as part of the summative evaluation will be available within a few months of the end of the academic year.  The students’ AP English Literature and Composition test scores will be available at the end of August; looking at these scores – the essay questions in particular – and comparing them to the scores of students who were instructed under previous curriculum designs will offer some insight into student preparedness for the test and collegiate level work.  Also, students in the AP English Literature and Composition course are asked to complete both an exit survey on their last day of class – with data available for consideration immediately – and again while they are home on Christmas break.  Students complete the second survey via email and are asked to comment on what areas they felt they could have been better prepared for prior to entering college.  Looking at the responses from these surveys over the course of four to five years will also offer insight into areas where the curriculum design may need clarification, adaptation or expansion.
