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The fifth grade science curriculum is very rigorous and crucial to the development of a child’s knowledge. During 5th grade the students are expected to take a 5th grade Ohio Achievement Assessment in science that covers the material from 3rd grade through 5th grade. The 5th grade science curriculum is organized by the concept-related sequencing pattern because a logical order is followed to make sure that each concept eventually fits together.


The first subunit (Earth and Space Sciences), is the first subunit that is discussed, reviewed, and assessed in 5th grade. This unit allows for a lot of hands-on activities and field trips to the planetarium to engage the students in the science curriculum from the very beginning of the year. The material is broken up into two chapters according to content, which are planets and resources. This allows for students to get a grasp of what the curriculum for 5th grade is going to be like, and still review standards from previous years. This unit takes about two months.

The second subunit (Life Sciences), is the longest subunit, which lasts about three months. This unit is content-rich and broken up into chapters called ecosystems, biomes, cycles of life, animal diversity, and states of matter. There is an assessment given for each individual chapter due to the amount of material that is present. During these chapters students are able to really grasp and review material such as food webs, food chains, surviving in an ecosystem, producers, consumers, and decomposers are just to name a few. There is a lot of vocabulary when dealing with the life sciences that students need to memorize and need to be able to retain even from previous years. 


The third subunit (Physical Sciences), is the hardest unit of all three, and that is why it is taught right before the Ohio Achievement Assessment so hopefully the students retain as much material as possible. The individual chapters for this unit are energy, electricity, light, and sound. There are numerous concepts and terms that the students are introduced to and have not had previous practice with in past grades so that is why we really have to reinforce this unit right before the big test. There are also a lot of hands-on activities that are completed during this unit to allow for students to see first-hand what exactly they are supposed to know.


The fourth, fifth, and sixth subunits (Science and Technology/ Scientific Inquiry/ Scientific Ways of Knowing) are mixed in throughout the year as we progress through the first three units. These subunits are hard to teach because much of it is common sense that the students should have about experiment safety and experiments. These units are incorporated with every chapter that is introduced, reviewed, and reinforced because this is where we struggle when we take the Ohio Achievement Assessment. Students need to have plenty of practice in these chapters of human activity, design/problem/solution, safety tools, experiments, and investigations to feel comfortable when the test comes around.

Overall, the whole goal for the 5th grade science is to wrap up any new content by the end of March to be able to review for the Ohio Achievement Assessment that is the last week of April. It is very hard to cover all the material that the state standards require as well as having the students comprehend all the material. As long as the kids are moving at a steady pace through the curriculum and reviewing on a weekly basis, our school has seen great success in test scores over the years. Reinforcement is always crucial in every subject taught.

