Statement of Purpose

Everyone has a story.  Everyone has a really good story that they can tell that could keep others on the edge of their chair in suspense or make them laugh until they are crying.  Everyone has this story, but can everyone successfully tell this story to others?  Teaching the genre of short stories allows the students to both enjoy reading and writing short stories.  The most important part of learning about short stories is learning what creates a successful story.  It is easy to just teach literary elements and literary devices.  The problem is creating a contextualized unit that allows the students to understand how to use literary elements and literary devices in their own lives.  Students need to be able to understand how authors use their words to create suspense or comedy.  Students also need to be able to begin creating this suspense or comedy in their own stories.  Another aspect of short stories that students can incorporate in their everyday lives is engaging the audience that they are trying to connect with.  The problem is when teaching literary elements and literary devices it is difficult to create problem-solving activities.  In general, the problem is how to contextualize a short story unit.

The first aspect that is necessary to think about when planning this unit is thinking about the needs of the learner.  It is important to think about how the students learn best and what interests them.  According to Mossuto (2009), “Overall, students reported that the problem-based learning approach was beneficial to their engagement with learning” (p. 3).  When making sure that a unit is contextualized, it will benefit the student as a learner because it helps the reader connect the material to their life.  This unit should also allow students to connect the material to their lives.  This is what the learner both needs and wants.

Another aspect that is important to fulfill in the unit is preparing students to become vital members of society.  It is important to create well-rounded students who can be prepared to make social decisions that can benefit the society.  O’Connell King (2010) discusses the importance of teaching literature. She stated, “First, we have our students read to develop sophisticated reading practices.  Second, we want our students to read to discover the pleasure of reading.  Third, we might use literature as a vehicle for social change” (O’Connell King, 2010, p. 28).  Not only can reading develop a love for reading, but students can also learn how to critically think about the information being presented to them.  This will also help students critically think about all of the information that the students will come in contact with as members of society.

I also believe that this subject matter is important to all students in their overall mastering of the subject.  The Ohio Department of Education’s Academic Content Standards states that ninth grade students should be able to accomplish many aspects of this unit.  The Ohio Department of Education (2010) believes students should be able to discuss figurative language.  Students should also be able to understand the organization in stories, and they should be able to discuss the intended audience of the author (ODE, 2010).  Ninth grade students should also be able to explain and identify the ways an author uses characterization, setting, conflict, foreshadowing, flashbacks, mood, and literary devices in a story (ODE, 2010).  Students should also be able to write narratives that have a developed plot and is well structured (ODE, 2010). Throughout this unit students will be able to master all of these standards.  Mastering these standards in English language arts will help students become better students in all subjects.  Practicing reading will help students comprehend readings in all classes, and writing skills are needed for everyone in their daily lives.

This course is designed to help students understand all aspects of a short story.  This course is designed to help students contextualize the information and make it meaningful in their own lives.  This course will provide the students with an opportunity to use this information and create their own short story.
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