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Statement of Purpose


Integrated or interdisciplinary instruction is a teaching model that is gathering attention in general education and special education classrooms. This type of teaching focuses on meaningful learning and skills that occur across content and curriculum and helps assist students in becoming lifelong learners.


Defined as “flexible schedules and student groupings, relationships between ideas, a blending of subjects, an emphasis on project-based learning, the use of thematic interdisciplinary units to organize instruction” (Gardner & Wissick, 2003); these classroom experiences go beyond traditional classroom instruction. 


The concept of interdisciplinary thematic units that are meaningful, structured, and organized across curriculum areas provides teachers an opportunity to guide critical components in instruction. The interdisciplinary unit on Washington, D.C. for Special Needs students at Napoleon High School will allow the students to work on individual skill based objectives within the context of curriculum standards. Thematic units will also allow for collaboration between special and general education teachers to examine, adapt, and incorporate basic skills with the theme. As a result, the students will partake in a senior class field trip to Washington D.C. this spring that will incorporate lesson plans from all of the major disciplines (Social Studies, Science, Math, and Language Arts) and will culminate in a project incorporating technology integration.
References: Gardner, J. & Wissick, C. (2003). Enhancing Interdisciplinary Instruction in General and Special Education. Remedial and Special Education, 24 (3), 161-172.
