Evaluation Strategy


Evaluation is vitally important in a logical prerequisite sequencing design. Evaluation will allow the teacher to determine what students know, what is unknown, and how students are progressing both through the units/subunits, but also through the entire mathematical process. By monitoring this progress, teachers will easily be able to determine the age/developmental appropriateness for the content being introduced. For this reason, both formative and summative evaluation strategies should be used. 


Summative evaluations should be used primarily before any content is presented. This allows the teacher to view the “big picture” of what content needs to be taught, learned, and focused on. This will help is determining the prerequisites that students have and need for the overall curriculum. A summative evaluation ending the curriculum will permit teachers to determine the progress made throughout the duration of the curriculum, also determining the prerequisites developed and achieved for the next level of the curriculum. 


Formative evaluations strategies should be used during each of the units and subunits. These short cycle assessments will allow for an overall assessment of the progression of concepts being taught and learned, allowing for changes to be made to both the curriculum and instructional designs. Formative assessments during each subunit should be administered to determine progress within each subunit and unit. At the completion of a unit, a formative evaluation should be made to determine whether or not students are prepared to progress onto the next unit. 


Both summative and formative evaluations are important in the mathematics curriculum, although formative evaluations will prove most beneficial in the manipulation of the curriculum on a unit and subunit level. Summative evaluation will benefit most is achieving an overall or “big picture” of the successfulness of the curriculum in developing life long skills for successful members of society in the mathematics realm. 
