Statement of Purpose

Mathematics is an important part of every person's life.  In fifth grade one of the math areas that is covered is Number Sense.  Number sense is the person's ability to use and understand numbers: knowing their relative values, how to use them to make judgments, how to use them in flexible ways when adding, subtracting, multiplying or dividing how to develop useful strategies when counting, measuring or estimating (mathisfun.com, 2010). The fifth grade curriculum enables students to work with numbers in various forms such as decimals, fraction and percentages to assist in the students understanding of numbers.


 Students not only will use number sense in school, but in everyday life.  Numbers are a vital part of counting and measuring.  Number sense allows the students to order and make predictions about what will come next.  Number sense is an integral part in jobs such as engineering, carpentry, medical personnel , and even  athletics.

This unit meets standards from the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.  At the end of this course students should be able to :

· work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and percents to solve problems; 

· compare and order fractions, decimals, and percents efficiently and find their approximate locations on a number line; 

· develop meaning for percents; 

· understand and use ratios and proportions to represent quantitative relationships; 

· use factors, multiples, and prime factorization to solve problems;
· develop meaning for integers and represent and compare quantities with them  (NCTM, 2011).

Students will be assessed on their performance throughout the unit.  There will be classroom activities, worksheets, individual work, projects, computer work, quizzes, homework and a unit test.   There are several avenues the students can utilize to show their comprehension of the topics.  As with every unit, there is a pretest that only serves the purpose of marking the current understanding level of the student.  
References:

Number Sense. National council of teachers of Mathematics.  Retrieved  February 14, 2011, from http://www.nctm.org/standards/content.aspx?id=7564
