Sequencing rationale

The way that I will be covering the course “Computer Applications” will be through covering Microsoft Word first, Microsoft Excel second, Microsoft Access third, and Microsoft PowerPoint fourth.
While deciding on how to cover my material I came across Chiarelott’s (2006) quote that one must explain “first the selection of a sequencing pattern and then how that pattern will be put into operation through the organization for the units and subunits in the curriculum design” (pp. 41). This has helped me to see the importance of how I link my curriculum to each other and what my reasoning would be. 

After looking at Posner and Rudnitsky’s (2001) categorization scheme of sequencing curriculum I see my sequencing following the learning-related pattern. When deciding the order to cover computer applications I base it around the six parts of Learning-related that Chiarelott (2006) lists, those are: empirical, familiarity, difficulty, interest, development, and internalization.   
Chirarelott also discusses that one “must decide the order in which learning experiences will be presented” (pp. 41). This is an item that can be difficult at times especially in the computer field of study due to programs and equipment becoming obsolete without much notice. 

The reasoning for covering Microsoft Word first is that this program provides students a very basic background of the layout of Office 2007. Also by showing students this program first allows them to have one more tool to use in their other classes towards the beginning of the year. Some of the concepts that are taught in Word such as creating a word processing document shows them how and where to save on the school network as well as many helpful formatting and editing techniques that will also be used in the other Office 2007 applications.

Students also have a basic background knowledge of word processing as they have grown accustom to using this type of software for creating reports and documents for other classes. This allows a student to be familiar with the material at the start of the year and not become too overwhelmed. 

I chose to cover Excel next because many of the formatting that students learn in Word are a good background knowledge to have before beginning Excel. Also there are many times when it is useful to insert a table or chart into a Word document which is possible once students understand how to use Excel.

One of the applications that I chose not to teach my students for the Office 2007 suite is Microsoft Outlook. My main reason for choosing not to teach this was that there would be so few students that would use this due to email being blocked at our school and after talking to my students they were all very happy using web based email rather than an email application.
