RATIONALE/STATEMENT OF PURPOSE


When studying the American Civil War and Reconstruction, many Middle School Social Studies simply teach the basic facts and do not concentrate on why.


Why does the Civil War and reconstruction matter? They matter because it shows the struggle between the North and South that was caused by Sectionalism. It matters because it will give us a better understanding of the state of racial relations back then and how to develop ways to improve them. It matters because it will show how Americans fought other Americans and through this conflict brought about a transformed United States of America. It matters because it will show that the United States of America can rebuild herself through the Reconstruction period and how it created a stronger federal government that continues to this day.


I propose to improve the Middle School Social Studies curriculum on the American Civil War and Reconstruction through hands- on unit that promotes students’ learning. For example, I will have the students create a newscast on a segment of the American Civil War and Reconstruction, and it will be broadcast throughout the Middle School. This will promote students’ abilities to synthesize their information into a newscast. This hands-on project will help to promote the skills of collaboration and creativity and other Twenty-first Century skills. This program will help students to realize the importance of the American Civil War and Reconstruction. Through the use of technology, students will gather and evaluate information and show the effect it still has on the nation.  

This curriculum is consistent with the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The Ohio Academic Content Standards state that the students should be able to analyze the causes and consequences of the American Civil War and Reconstruction (Academic Content Standards K-12 Social Studies, 2003). This curriculum design will follow the Standards-based Curriculum Design (Chiarelott, 2011). This curriculum will integrate knowledge, content, analysis and comprehension skills that the students will need for the Ohio Academic Assessment for Social Studies.


It is imperative that this curriculum be implemented so that students can have a better understanding on why the American Civil War and Reconstruction matters.
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Subunit Three: Analyze the consequences of the Reconstruction

· Students will explore the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln and the political problems for President Andrew Johnson (analysis)
· Students will be able to describe the Civil War Amendments of the 13th, 14th, and 15th  (knowledge)
· Students will explore the development of the Radical Republican and the Impeachment of President Andrew Johnson (analysis/comprehension)
· Students will evaluate the Black Codes and the Ku Klux Klan and the effect it had on racial relationship throughout the nation (comprehension/synthesis)
· Students will be able to explore and analyze the Presidential Election of Rutherford B. Hayes and the end of Reconstruction in 1877 (analysis/application)
Pre-assessment on “What they know about the American Reconstruction”

One of my pre-assessments will be the KWHL form. This will provide me information on what the students KNOW, what they WANT to know, HOW they can find out, and What I LEARNED.
	K

What I know
	W
What I want to know
	H
How I can find out
	L
What I learned

	
	
	
	


Name ______________________________________
Class_______________________________________

This form should help in analyzing my students’ knowledge about the American Reconstruction, and it also provides information on how the students plan to find out about the American Reconstruction and what they expect from me as their teacher. This KWHL form will be passed back to the students at the end of the unit so they may write down what they learned about the American Reconstruction, which will prepare them for the summative assessment.
I will also be using other formative assessments though out the unit lessons to determine if they understand the material. Quizzes with extended response questions will be given but not graded, for example:

What are the Black Codes and how did they keep African Americans as second class citizens in the South?

Explain President Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan for reconstruction.
LESSON:  PRESIDENTS LINCOLN AND JOHNSON AND POLITICS
Objective:
Students will explore the politics and assassination of President Lincoln and 


the political problems for President Johnson.

Concepts:
Analyze the differences of the two Presidents and how they viewed 

Reconstruction and why it cost President Lincoln’s life.
Materials:
Textbook, notebook, overhead projector, transparencies, laptop, Epson             projector and KWHL forms, and PBS on-line film “The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln”, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/assassination/player/
Procedures:
Introductory Activity


Students will begin class by answering the pre-assessment KWHL form.

Students will watch part of the PBS on-line film called “The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln”. Students are require to take notes during the film and they are to concentrate on President Lincoln’s view on Reconstruction.

After the film the students will be asked basic question about what they watched as I look over their notes.

Developmental Activity


Explain to the students’ Why it matters’ learning about the American Reconstruction and the impact it still has today.


Students will take down the notes about the reconstruction plans of President Lincoln which can be found on Section I, Chapter 17 in their American Republic textbook. 

Students will learn and analyze President Lincoln’s reconstruction plan called the Ten Percent Plan.
1. Students will know the plan consisted of “malice towards none, and charity for all”.
2. Students will know that President Lincoln wanted Southerners who supported the Union to take charge of the state governments.

3. Students will know that when ten percent of the Southern white voting population took an oath of loyalty to the Union, then a state could form a new Constitution which excluded slavery.

Students will learn about the other reconstruction plans proposed by Congress.


Concluding Activity


Ask the students to come up with their own reasons why President Lincoln was so lenient


To the South and why some in Congress felt it was necessary to punish the South.

Assessment:
Students will be assigned homework that can be found on Section I assessment question on page 503. 

Students will answer questions 1 (vocabulary: reconstruction, amnesty, radical, and freedmen), question 3 Why do you think both Lincoln and Radical Republicans excluded former Confederate leaders from their Reconstruction plans?
LESSON:  CIVIL WAR ADMENDMENTS, PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND THE
RADICAL REPUBLICANS

Objective:
Students will learn about the Civil War Amendments and President Johnson’s 



plan for Reconstruction and his problems with the Radical Republicans.
Concept:
Students will be able to classify the characteristics of the 13th,14th, and 15th Civil War Amendments and the different Reconstruction plans after President Lincoln’s death.
Materials:
Textbook, notebook, overhead projector, transparencies, laptop, Epson             projector and KWHL forms, and PBS on-line film “The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln”, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/assassination/player/

worksheets

Procedures:
Introductory Activity

Students will watch part of the PBS on-line film called “The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln”. Students are require to take notes during the film and they are to concentrate on how the Nation viewed his death.

Review the past lesson learning through question and discussion and review the homework assignment over Chapter 17, Section I assessment questions.


Developmental Activity


Students will be required to notes about President Johnson’ Reconstruction plan 

called “Restoration”.
1. Under this plan, Southerners would be granted amnesty once the swore an oath of loyalty to the Union
2. African Americans would be opposed to having equal rights and the right to vote. President Johnson believed that only white men could manage the South.
3. All Southern States had to ratify the 13th Amendment.
Students will then be formed into groups of three or four and they will be handed a worksheet which will analyze the Civil War Amendments. The groups are to make generalizations over the facts. This is a critical thinking activity. The following two pages show the worksheet to be given to the students as a group work activity.
When the students are done with the group activity, they will return to their seats and they will share their answers among the class.

Students will also take notes over the correct definition of the three Amendments.
[image: image1.emf]
              3 What problem does the Fifteenth Amendment seem to be addressing? Explain.

             _________________________________________________________________


Students will also be given notes over the Radical Republican Reconstruction plan. This 


plan was called the Reconstruction plan of 1867. Plan consisted of:

1. Harsher treatment of the South.

2. Divided the South into five military districts.
3. Southern States had to create new State Constitutions with the Civil War Amendments included.

Students will analyze how Radical Republican plan conflicted with President Johnson’s plan.

Concluding Activity

Have a Venn diagram on the board and have the students write down the similarities and differences of the two Reconstruction plans. See if they can explain the conflict between the President and Congress and can they see any conflicts into today Politics.

Assessment: Students are to answer the following question and worksheet for homework.
How does the Impeachment of President Johnson show the importance of casting a VOTE?
Students will answer the following Time Line activity which is found on the next page.
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LESSON: THE BLACK CODES AND THE KU KLUX KLAN AND RACIAL RELATION
Objective:
 Students will learn about the Black Codes, the Ku Klux Klan how they developed into Jim Crowe Laws and how it affected Race relation in America.
Concepts:
Students will be able to describe the Black Codes, Jim Crowe and the development of the Ku Klux Klan and how these were created to keep African Americans down in society.

Students will analyze the Supreme Court decision of 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson and how it promoted Jim Crowe Laws.
Materials:
Textbook, notebook, overhead projector, transparencies, laptop, Epson             projector.

Procedures:
Introductory Activity


When students come into class, ask them to have their homework assignment out and call on a view to read their answer over the importance of one vote.

Collect the Time Line activity.


Start out with a “Did you know”? The name Ku Klux Klan comes from the Greek word “kuklos”, meaning circle, and that the group was founded by Confederate General Nathanial Bedford Forrest.


Developmental Activity


Show students through Power Point presentation the definition of the Black Code Laws developed in the South in 1866.
1. These laws were develop to keep the freedmen under the control of White Plantation owners.

2. These laws were developed out of a paranoia that Whites had about freedmen seeking revenge for all the years of slavery.

Students will learn about the Ku Klux Klan and its use of violence to try to keep the freedmen in his place. Students will analyze how the government used the Force Act of 1871 to dismantle the Ku Klux Klan.

Ask students if they have ever heard of Jim Crowe Laws and have them write on the board what they know. Then the class will analyze what was written.
Explain that Jim Crowe Laws created a segregated society that will last through the 1960s.

Have the students’ link the past to the present, by using the following worksheet. This is a reading activity to help the students understand the Jim Crowe Laws.


Linking Past with the Present is on the next page.
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Students are to take notes about the important changes that were brought about 


through Reconstruction, this was the creation of the Freedmen Bureau.



Concluding Activity


Ask students what did we learn today? Review the notes and identify any 



problems they may be having.
Assessment:
Students are assigned the following questions:

	Ch. 17 Reconstruction Questions

Name________________________

Extended Response: (3 pts each)

	1. What is the Freedmen Bureau and how did it help African Americans?


	2. Describe the similarities and the differences of the Black Codes and Jim Crowe Laws.



	3. Why do you think people join hate groups such as the Ku Klux Klan? Can you name other hate groups that exist today?


LESSON: THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION

Objective: 
Students will analyze how the Reconstruction ended in 1877 under the Presidency 



of Rutherford B. Hayes.
Concept:
Analyze why the American people were tired of the Reconstruction and what 


political policies or economic conditions were created to bring Reconstruction to 



an end.
Materials: 
Textbook, notebook, overhead projector, transparencies, laptop, Epson             projector, and KWHL form.

Procedures: 
Introductory Activity


Have students come up to desk to show that they had completed the assignment. Then call on students to have them share their answers, be sure to have many students answer the same question so that they may get the full meaning.

Inform the students that today we will be learning about how the Reconstruction was brought to an end through American apathy.


Inform the students that we will also start to review for the Reconstruction unit assessment.


Developmental Activity


Students will develop an IDEA GRAFFITI over why the Reconstruction movement declines. Students will:
1. Work in groups of three or four
2. Write their ideas on a large poster paper listing the reason for the decline in Americans interest in Reconstruction

3. Then they other groups will review the other ideas and write in their comments using a different color marker, so that the teacher can determine who added each idea.

4. The groups will be asked to share their poster with their ideas and to comment on the other ideas that was placed on their posters.
Students will be given notes through the use of transparencies about the Reconstruction decline. Student will learn about:

1. How Southern Democrats regained power

2. How President Grant won the 1872 election.

3. How the Congress passed the Amnesty Bill of 1872 that pardon most former Confederates, and how it attributed to the strength of the Democratic Party in the South.

4. How the scandals and corruption of the Grant administration weaken the Republican Party.

5. How the Presidential election of 1876 put Republican Rutherford B. Hayes as President and led to the Compromise of 1877 that ended Reconstruction.
Concluding Activity

Students will be given an oral quiz over the past lesson, in order to assess if they have comprehended the lesson.

Ask students what did they learn today? Review the notes.

Assessment:
Students will be asked to write down their answers to the final to question of their 


KWHL form. The question is, What did I learn?

POST-ASSESSMENT ON THE AMERICAN RECONSTRUCTION
Upon completion of the unit over the American Reconstruction, the students will share their answers to the KWHL form that was given to them prior to the beginning of this unit. This will be used as method to review the notes and to observe if they have an understanding about the American Reconstruction. This review will prepare the students for the final assessment for the unit and that is the American Reconstruction Test.
THE AMERICAN RECONSTRUCTION TEST

NAME__________________________

CLASS_________________________

DATE_________________________

I. Completions: Please fill in the space your answers. (2 points each)
1. The Supreme Court case that made segregation legal was____________________ of 1896.
2. By what number of votes was President Johnson found not guilty in his impeachment trial? _____________________
3. The Confederate leader that founded the Ku Klux Klan was ____________________________.
4. The Southern States were divided into five military districts under the First Reconstruction Act that was created by the ______________ Republicans.
5. President Lincoln was assassinated by __________________________.
6. Who won the Presidential election of 1876, without winning the popular vote? 
       ______________________________

7. The Supreme Court case that overturned  Plessy v. Ferguson was __________________________________ of 1954.
8. The Senator that was the leader of the radical Republicans was _______________________.
9. What was the name given to President Johnson’s Reconstruction plan?  _________________________
10. This was created by Congress in order to help the African American gain an education and to find housing. What was it called? ____________________
11. Southern Whites who supported Republican policy throughout the Reconstruction were called _______________________________.
12. Northerners who moved south and supported the Republicans were called ___________________________.
13. To give a pardon was called ________________________.
14. What violated the tradition that presidents controlled their cabinets? __________________________
15. These laws were created in the post-Civil war south, so that they could control the rights of the newly freed African Americans were called __________________________.
II. Extended Response questions: Please answer the question in complete sentences. 
(5 Points each)

1. Define the Black Codes and the Jim Crowe laws, and then explain how they are similar. ________________________________________________________________

2. Describe how President Lincoln showed “malice towards none, but charity for all” with his Ten Percent Reconstruction plan. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. What did the Amnesty Act do? __________________________________________________________________

4. What damaged the Republican Party and the Grant administration? __________________________________________________________________
5. Define the Civil War Amendments of the 13th, 14th, and the 15th.______________________________________________________________

6. Why did President Lincoln refuse to sign the Wade-Davis Bill into law? __________________________________________________________________

7. Why did the Radical Republicans want to impeach President Johnson? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why did Congress create the Force Act of 1871? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Why did the South have more problems than the North after the Civil War? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What was the controversy over the election of President Hayes? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This Post-Assessment Test will be graded and return to the students so that we can review it to make sure there were no mistakes with the grading. The students will also have the opportunity to improve their scores if they can show to me the corrections they made to the answers. 
