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Rationale


Children of today are expected to become fluent readers at a much earlier age than they were even 5 – 10 years ago.  Because of this, there are many components to the language arts curriculum at the first grade level that are important to master by the time students are ready to move on to second grade.  One of the ways I will try to accomplish the fluency goals of my students while teaching our Reading Street Curriculum is breaking the unit down into several sections and teaching the curriculum on a rotation basis with 6 students at a time and three teachers involved.  Each child has unique learning needs and one approach in a classroom will probably not address all needs of a student (Rule, Dockstader, Stewart, 2006).  

This rotation model will utilize the intervention possibilities that have been built in to help those students who are at or below grade level at this point.  The model is based on a form of co-teaching that has been implemented in our building.  For this particular version, the students are grouped by ability before we put them in their respective groups.  The co-teaching with this model that I will use consists of splitting the content in the unit basically into three categories:  phonics/spelling, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.  The three co-teachers each take a segment and teach the mini lesson to the students for the respective standards.  The materials used are very much consistent every week.  The actually stories are really the only thing that changes.  The concepts and materials stay the same or are built upon one another. This consistency, although may seem very repetitive at times has a great impact on learning at this young of an age with such crucial skills.  


This method of delivering the curriculum also offers an opportunity to apply intervention strategies in a much more precise manner because of the small group setting.  Assessment of the standards being taught is much more accurate and can be measured more often because of the intimate group setting.  Many times it is a very informal assessment.  


Reading is the foundation of learning in the opinion of many educators.  Teaching the concepts of vocabulary, word recognition, comprehension, fluency and writing are much more successful in a smaller group setting.  Because of this, the purpose of teaching the Changes unit with the rotation strategy, or co-teaching strategy in mind will make it more successful than other method choices.  
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Sub-Unit Learner Outcomes

Word Recognition

· Students will identify and say the beginning and ending sounds of words.

· Students will demonstrate and understanding of letter-sound correspondence by saying the sounds from all letters and from a variety of letter patterns.

· Students will blend two to four phonemes into words.

· Students will demonstrate a growing stock of sight words.

· Students will spell high frequency words correctly.

Acquisition of Vocabulary

· Students will determine the meaning of unknown words using a beginner’s dictionary.

· Students will predict the meaning of compound words using knowledge of individual words.

· Students will use knowledge of word order and in-sentence context clues to support word identification and to define unknown words while reading.

· Students will recognize contractions and common abbreviations.

Comprehension Strategies

· Students will compare information in texts with prior knowledge and experience.

· Students will create and use graphic organizers with teacher assistance to demonstrate comprehension.  

· Students will identify characters, setting and events in a story.  

· Students will retell the beginning , the middle and the end of a story.  

· Writing

· Students will identify and distinguish between letters, words and sentences.

· Students will use strategies such as venn diagrams, brainstorming, etc. to plan writing.

· Students will construct complete sentences with subjects and verbs.

· Students will produce informal writings.

· Students will add descriptive words and details to their writing samples.  

Fluency 

· Students will read text using fluid and automatic decoding skills, including knowledge of patterns, onsets and rimes.

· Students will read aloud with changes in emphasis, voice, timing and expression that show recognition of punctuation and an understanding of meaning.  

· Students will read root words and their inflectional endings.
Pre-assessment 
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This form is one that I currently use for all of the different units. Another pre-test that I give is based off of our weekly homework sheet as well.  The sheet includes vocabulary words, phrases and oral reading fluency as well.  Students are simply checked orally to see what words they have already mastered.  This form for week one of this changes unit follows.  

Name___________________________________________________

“An Egg is an Egg”
Reading Homework – For the Week of February 14th – February 18th     


Vocabulary For This Week’s Story 
things

always

day

become
nothing
night
stays

everything

until

same

white

boy
DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency Practice – (Goal 47 words per minute)

The grass was covered with soft snow and it was very 
quiet.  Then all my friends came out to play.  It wasn’t quiet 
for long!  My friends helped me make a snow person.  We made 
snowballs first.  We rolled them up until they were big.  Then 
we stacked three big balls of snow on top of each other.


Mom let us use one of Dad’s old hats.  We used rocks for 
buttons and eyes.  My friend found a carrot to use for the 
nose.  We made arms from branches and ears from small 
snowballs.  Our snow person sure looked handsome.

Please initial after practicing this passage:

M _____  T_____W_____TH_____


Please sign that your child has practiced this book/story with you.  
Monday – (Will They Get Here?) – Parent Signature  ___________________

Tuesday – (The Picnic)  Parent Signature  __________________________
Thursday – (An Egg is an Egg)  Parent Signature  _____________________
Lesson Plan – Day 1 

Subject:  Language Arts





Grade:  First

Objectives:  Students will understand and use the vowel sounds of y and long vowel (CV) patterns.  The students will read text fluently.  The students will be able to compare and contrast using grade level appropriate vocabulary.  Students will also be able to define verbs and use them correctly in sentence form.  

Materials / Resources:  Reading Street Text, Smartboard/Powerpoint, Decodable Readers, Student Workbook pages, Vocabulary Word Cards, Student Journals

	Whole Group Instruction:

50 Minutes
	Engagement and Exploration:  Gather students to the carpet area in front of the smartboard to work through the day 1 presentation of skills.  Ask students to participate in oral discussion as well as completing necessary skills on the smartboard. 

Daily Fix-It, Morning Warm Up, and Word Work are all completed during this time. 

	Individual Time:

20 Minutes
	Students will complete 5 tasks including practice pages, spelling practice page, journal entry and Accelerated Reader quizzes independently during this time. 


Evaluation:  Students are evaluated both by observing during group time as well as assessing the components they complete in their practice books and word work that they record as well.  

Lesson Plan – Day 2

Subject:  Language Arts





Grade:  First

Objectives:  Students will understand and use the vowel sounds of y and long vowel (CV) patterns.  The students will read text fluently.  The students will be able to compare and contrast using grade level appropriate vocabulary.  Students will also be able to define verbs and use them correctly in sentence form.  

Materials / Resources:  Reading Street Text, Smartboard/Powerpoint, Decodable Readers, Student Workbook pages, Vocabulary Word Cards, Student Journals

	Whole Group Instruction:

50 Minutes
	Engagement and Exploration:  Gather students to the carpet area in front of the smartboard to work through the day 2 presentation of skills.  Ask students to participate in oral discussion as well as completing necessary skills on the smartboard. 

Daily Fix-It, Morning Warm Up, and Word Work are all completed during this time. 

	Individual Time:

20 Minutes
	Students will complete 5 tasks including practice pages, spelling practice page, journal entry and Accelerated Reader quizzes independently during this time. 


Evaluation:  Students are evaluated both by observing during group time as well as assessing the components they complete in their practice books and word work that they record as well.  

Lesson Plan – Day 3

Subject:  Language Arts





Grade:  First

Objectives:  Students will understand and use the vowel sounds of y and long vowel (CV) patterns.  The students will read text fluently.  The students will be able to compare and contrast using grade level appropriate vocabulary.  Students will also be able to define verbs and use them correctly in sentence form.  

Materials / Resources:  Reading Street Text, Smartboard/Powerpoint, Decodable Readers, Student Workbook pages, Vocabulary Word Cards, Student Journals

	Whole Group Instruction:

50 Minutes
	Engagement and Exploration:  Gather students to the carpet area in front of the smartboard to work through the day 3 presentation of skills.  Ask students to participate in oral discussion as well as completing necessary skills on the smartboard. 

Daily Fix-It, Morning Warm Up, and Word Work are all completed during this time. 

	Individual Time:

20 Minutes
	Students will complete 5 tasks including practice pages, spelling practice page, journal entry and Accelerated Reader quizzes independently during this time. 


Evaluation:  Students are evaluated both by observing during group time as well as assessing the components they complete in their practice books and word work that they record as well.  

Lesson Plan – Day 4

Subject:  Language Arts





Grade:  First

Objectives:  Students will understand and use the vowel sounds of y and long vowel (CV) patterns.  The students will read text fluently.  The students will be able to compare and contrast using grade level appropriate vocabulary.  Students will also be able to define verbs and use them correctly in sentence form.  

Materials / Resources:  Reading Street Text, Smartboard/Powerpoint, Decodable Readers, Student Workbook pages, Vocabulary Word Cards, Student Journals

	Whole Group Instruction:

50 Minutes
	Engagement and Exploration:  Gather students to the carpet area in front of the smartboard to work through the day 4 presentation of skills.  Ask students to participate in oral discussion as well as completing necessary skills on the smartboard. 

Daily Fix-It, Morning Warm Up, and Word Work are all completed during this time. 

	Individual Time:

20 Minutes
	Students will complete 5 tasks including practice pages, spelling practice page, journal entry and Accelerated Reader quizzes independently during this time. 


Evaluation:  Students are evaluated both by observing during group time as well as assessing the components they complete in their practice books and word work that they record as well.  

Lesson Plan – Day 5

Subject:  Language Arts





Grade:  First

Objectives:  Students will be assessed over target skills for the week including the vowel sounds of Y, comparing and contrasting and the usage and understanding of verbs.

Materials / Resources:  Selection Test, DIBELS progress monitor assessment for oral reading fluency, spelling multiple choice test

	Whole Group Instruction:

50 Minutes
	The selection assessment is given to students over An Egg is an Egg.  After completion a multiple choice spelling test is given to assess knowledge of the vowel y and it’s usage.  

Students are pulled one on one to read the timed passage with the volunteer in the hallway.  A goal of 47 words per minute is used for this week.   

	Individual Time:

20 Minutes
	Students will meet with teacher individually to discuss results from their weekly assessments.  They will then reflect in their language arts journals and write a praise statement for themselves for the week.  Others that are not conferencing will be using this time for Accelerated Reading quiz work as well.  


NOTE:  The Powerpoint file that I use for this unit is attached to the CMAP so that the slides can be clearly viewed.  There are interactive components to it as well. 

Story:  An Egg Is an Egg               
Name: ____________________________

	1.

·   mi
·   my
·   mye
	2.

·   byy
·   by
·   bie
	3.

·   tri
·   trry
·   try

	4.

·   iny
·   any
·   eny
	5.

·   body
·   boddy
·   bodi
	6.

·   flly
·   fli

·   fly

	7.

·   crie
·   cry
·   crye
	8.

·   luky
·   lucy
·   lucky
	9.

·  sily
·  sillie
·  silly  

	10.

·   pupy
·   puppy
·   puppie
	11.

·   things
·   thengs
·   thinges
	12.

·   alway
·   allways
·   always


Unit 3.1 An Egg Is an Egg
Spelling Homework

Use the code to write the spelling words.  Then write each word two times in the blank.

a=1
b=2
c=3
d=4
e=5
f=6
g=7
h=8
i=9
j=10
k=11
l=12   m=13
 n=14
  o=15
p=16
q=17
r=18
s=19
t=20
u=21
v=22
 w=23  x=24   y=25
  z=26

1. ____   ____   





_________________________________
      13       25
2. ____   ____   





_________________________________

       2        25         
3. ____   ____   ____  
  



_________________________________
      20        18      25       

4. ____   ____   ____   




_________________________________
       1         14        25
5. ____   ____   ____   ____
   


_________________________________
       2         15        4        25
6. ____   ____   ____   




_________________________________
       6         12       25         
7. ____   ____   ____ 




_________________________________

       3        18        25
8. ____   ____   ____   ____   ____


_________________________________
       12        21        3         11        25
9. ____   ____   ____   ____   ____


_________________________________ 

       19       9        12
12
25
10. ____   ____   ____   ____   ____
   

_________________________________
        16       21
16        16        25



11. ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____

_________________________________

       20        8         9         14         7        19

12. ____   ____   ____   ____   ____
  ____
_________________________________


        1         12        23         1        25       19

Use a word from the box to finish each sentence.
	any    puppy    body    try    lucky    my
	silly    by    cry    fly    always    things  
  

	1.  My ____ can do funny tricks.
2.  Jo keeps a ____ stone in her desk.
3.  Jimmy has a thin ____.
4.  ____ dressy pants just fit me.
5.  Do you have ____ ripe plums?

6.  ____ to work together.
	7.  What makes you ____?
8.  Andy likes to run ____  the lake.
9.  See the kites ____ up in the sky.
10.  Dad tells ____  jokes. 

11.  Put these ____ on the top shelf.
12.  Betty is ____ late for class.




ABC Order:  Put the words in each group in ABC order.

	any    puppy    body
	try    lucky    my 
	silly    by    cry
	fly    always    things

	1. 
	1.
	1.
	1.

	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.


Dictation Sentences:  Write each sentence on the blanks. 

	1.

	2.

	3.
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HIGH-FREQUENCY WORDS

D irections
Read each sentenc. Mark the O fo the word tha i,

Jezis___ happy.

Oter Oalways Ousk

Itis a cold

Oday Ohas O their
Hewilldo___he can to help.

Ohigh Oeverything O together
Therels___tocat.

O around Olook O nothing
Akitten will ___a cat.

O become O sunset O swim

ecion Tost Uit Wask 1 25




[image: image3.png]6 Herdog____inside at night.
Ostays O could O some
7 Therearemany ____inmy bag.
Ohot O ke O things
(COMPREHENSION
irections

D

8

10

Read each question. Mark the O for the answer.

‘What can happen to make the branch become a stick?
O The branch can grow:
O The branch can hateh.
O The branch can snap.

How are a seed and an egg the same?
O They get small as they grow.

O They are notthe same when they are small and whea they are big,
O They become flowers.

Night becomes day when
O the sun sets.

Oitis wet

O the sun rises

&=
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AT How can the baby change?
O Heplays
OHeyels
O Hegrows.

‘What happens to the grass when it snows?
O It changes from green to white,

O It changes from cold to o,

O It changes from day to nigh.

‘Why did the author write An Fgg Is an Egg?
O to tell that an cgg hatches

Otortellthat things change

O totell that seeds grow

Solcton Tost U3 Wiack 1 27
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4 Whatis An Egg Is an Fgg allabout?





