Explanation of Project:
The objective of this project is for students to discover in groups and as individuals important aspects from the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec civilizations. The students are to act as a travel agent and they want to persuade people to venture these locations. They are to develop a Powerpoint, postcards, or a brochure to present the information they have learned. They have to include information on the social, economic, political, religion, geography and accomplishments of these three civilizations. 

Rationale of Unit:

The idea of this self-discovery unit is for the students to explore the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec civilizations. During this unit, students will work together on various activities to learn about the different characteristics of each civilization. Students will take part in collaborative and social learning as outlined in the best practices protocol. Students will also have time to reflect on their own learning and make connections of new and previous learn at their own pace. Students will also have a chance to learn more about the three river civilizations and explore the five themes of geography. Understanding the geography of these civilizations will help the students analyze the societies. To incorporate 21st century skills, students will have multiple opportunities to use up-to-date technology and they will work together to promote meaningful learning. As the teacher, my responsibility is to promote the inquiry and monitor student learning. I will provide rubrics for the project as well as specific, constructive feedback for the students.   I put together the travel agent project as my project based learning idea because I felt doing an activity this way would help the students discover more information about the civilizations rather than what I could give them in lectures. 

Outline of Unit
	Day of Unit
	OACS
	5 Themes of Geography
	Assessment
	Lesson Outline

	Day 1

Introduction
	History
GLI 5

Geography

GLI 1
	Location
Region 

Place
	T/F Quiz
Journal Entry
	Students will use the artifact box and maps to locate the civilizations and build background knowledge of the civilizations. 

	Day 2

Searching
	History 
GLI 5

Geography 

GLI 5
	Interaction
	Journal Entry
Informal observation
	Students will work together to research the environment and how the people of these civilizations interacted with the environment. 

	Day 3

Searching
	History
GLI 5

People in Societies

GLI 1
	
	Journal Entry ABC list
	Students will work in groups to research the religion of each civilization and as a whole group we will compare the cultural practices of each civilizations.

	Day 4

Searching
	History 
GLI 5

Geography 

GLI 8
	Movement
	Journal Entry 
Fact List
	Students will be researching the emperors and the causes of migration. Students will also watch a video of the conquering of the civilizations. 

	Day 5

Searching/Solving
	History 

GLI 5
History

GLI 1
	
	Journal Entry
Online timeline
	Students will work together to create an online timeline of the civilizations and they will also compare and contrast several timelines. 

	Day 6

Solving/Creating
	History
GLI 5
	
	Venn Diagram
	Students will individually complete a Venn diagram. With the use of authentic resources students will research for their project. 

	Day 7

Creating
	History
GLI 5
	
	Informal observation
	Students will work to put together their presentations.

	Day 8

Sharing
	History 
GLI 5
	
	Project Rubric
Peer Critique
	Students will take turns to present their projects.

	Day 9

Sharing
	History 
GLI 5
	
	Project 
Rubric
Peer Critique
	Students will take turns to present their projects.


