Maya, Inca and Aztec Civilization 

Day 1: Introduction
Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Standard: Geography

Indicator: Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies of water on the continents on which they are located. 

5 Themes of Geography: Location, Region and Place 
Objectives: 

Students will work together in groups and discover the ancient civilizations. 

Students will actively participate in whole class discussions. 

Resources: 

· http://library.thinkquest.org/C006206F/
This website will be used to show the location and geography of the civilizations. 

· Pre-assessment

· Artifact Box and Handout

· Smartboard 

· Eyewitness Books: Aztec, Inca and Maya
· Travel Agent rubric and explanation 
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 

· Have students try the pre-assessment of the Maya, Inca and Aztec civilizations. This is a true/false quiz to see what the students might know about the civilizations already. 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)

· Show map on Smartboard to display the different civilizations.

· Discuss with the students what countries, continents, bodies of water and what these areas look like. 

· Explore the civilizations by dividing into groups of 3 or 4 and have the reading together Eyewitness Books: Aztec, Inca, Maya. 

· Have them explore pages 6-12. 

· Using the map from the artifact box, have a class discussion of which civilization is closest to where we live and how these civilizations might have influenced our culture. 

· Have students takes turns and write ideas on Smartboard, then discuss ideas as a class. 

· Allow students time to explore the artifact box, and give each student a handout. After 5 minutes, ask for questions and interesting aspects of the artifact box. 

Closure (5-10 minutes)

Explain that the artifacts represent some of what will be studying about the Maya, Inca, and Aztec civilizations. 

Journal entry- After each lesson, students will write in their journal to reflect what they have learned. This can be ideas from the group question, or students can write which civilization they would have liked to visit and why.
Homework: Hand students rubric and explanation of travel agent project. They should come prepared tomorrow with questions. 
Assessments:

· Student participation in small group and whole group work. 

· Evaluate journal entry. 
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Day 2: Searching 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Standard: Geography

Indicator: Describe ways human settlements and activities are influenced by environmental factors and processes in different places and regions including: bodies of water, landforms, climates, vegetation, weathering, and seismic activity.

5 Themes of Geography: Interaction 

Objectives: 

Students will work together in groups and discover the ancient civilizations. 

Students will actively participate in whole class discussions and small group debates.
Resources: 

· Smartboard
· Computer Lab 
· Student Journals
· Paper/Pencil
· Websites for research:

· Aztec:http://www.pleasantridge.k12.ca.us/magnolia/studentlinks/websites78/social_studies/aztec-inca-maya/aztec.html
· Inca: http://botany.csdl.tamu.edu/FLORA/328Fall98/incag.html
· Maya: http://www.authenticmaya.com/maya_agriculture.htm
· Student Journals 

Introduction (5-10 minutes) 
· Ask for questions about the travel agent project. Share the guiding questions with the students, and tell them the research we do every day will help them prepare for the presentation of their project. Explain that this is a guided inquiry, and I will act as a facilitator throughout the unit. 
· Review the map of the civilizations on the Smartboard. Discuss briefly the looks of the environment of each civilization. What does it look like? What might the ground produce? 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)

· Ask the students how the people of these civilizations might have impacted the environment in positive ways? (farming, irrigating, gardening)

· Ask the students how the people of these civilizations might have impacted the environment in negative ways? (burning, building, etc…) 

· Divide the students into groups of three each person in that group will have either the Maya, Inca, or Aztec civilization. They will research on the computer with the following teacher approved websites. 

· Aztec:http://www.pleasantridge.k12.ca.us/magnolia/studentlinks/websites78/social_studies/aztec-inca-maya/aztec.html
· Inca: http://botany.csdl.tamu.edu/FLORA/328Fall98/incag.html
· Maya: http://www.authenticmaya.com/maya_agriculture.htm
· Students will answer what crops each civilization produced, and how they interacted with the environment, whether it is positive or negative.

· Once each student has found the above information they will present it to their other group members. 

· As a whole group discussion, we will discuss the positive and negative impacts on the environment of each civilization. 

Closure (5-10 minutes)

Journal Entry- What is the most important crop these three civilizations produced and which do we use in our lives? When we have negative impacts with the environment how does that affect our lives? 

Assessments:

Student contribution to small group work

Journal entry 
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Day 3: Searching 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Standard: People in Societies

Indicator: Compare the cultural practices and products of the societies studied including: class structure, gender roles, beliefs, customs and traditions. 

Objectives: 

Students will work cooperatively to inquire about the three civilizations. 

Students will reflect and conduct research for their project. 
Resources: 

· Smartboard
· Video clip: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=79A577C7-C282-435D-AE5B-262A27F768C3&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· ABC list organizer
· Multiple “legal” copies of: 

· The Maya by Stefanie Takacs 

· The Inca by Stefanie Takacs 

· The Aztec by Andrew Santella

· Student journals 
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 

· Ask for questions about the project outline/rubric.
· Show video clip to review the cultural aspects of the three civilizations. http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=79A577C7-C282-435D-AE5B-262A27F768C3&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· As students are watching the video clip, they should write down at least two questions they have about the beliefs of the Aztec, Inca, or Mayan civilizations. 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)

· Briefly review the questions they wrote down because they will be researching for themselves. Make sure they are thought-provoking questions!

· Students will work with their partners to write down an ABC list of the qualities or words associated with the religions/beliefs of the three river civilizations. An ABC list is the letters of the alphabet and the words the students write down will start with each letter. I will make some exceptions, letter X and Q.

· Students can use information from the video clip, or multiple copies of the following will be available to the students: The Maya by Stefanie Takacs, The Inca by Stefanie Takacs, and The Aztec by Andrew Santella. 

· If students cannot find the answers to the questions with these resources, challenge them to find their own resources. 

Closure (5-10 minutes)

· Discuss important items from the ABC lists and mention possibly commonalities among the groups. 

· Journal Entry- How do the religious beliefs compare with the beliefs of world religions and belief systems that we have discussed? 

Assessments:

Student participation to small group and whole group work

Check for two questions after video 

Journal entry- graded 
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Day 4: Searching 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Standard: Geography 

Indicator: Explain push and pull factors that cause people to migrate from place to place including: oppression/freedom, poverty economic opportunity, cultural ties, political conflicts, environmental factors. 

5 Themes of Geography: Movement 

Objectives:

Students will work socially and collaboratively to research the government and movement of the river civilizations. 

Students will complete a journal entry to reflect on learning.  

Resources: 
· Smartboard with posted guided questions
· Computer access for students
· Website: http://mayaincaaztec.com/mainazki.html
· Outlined notes- graphic organizer for website
· Video clip: Hernan Cortes and the conquest of the Mayan, Inca, Aztec civilizations. http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=EAAA800B-7AF3-4CD7-A885-4159D069038E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Student Journals
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 

· Review guiding questions of unit: What are the scientific/technological/artistic advances evident in these ancient civilizations? How did the geography affect the farming, agriculture, hunting, and trade practices of the civilization? How do religious beliefs and common cultural practices of the civilization compare and contrast to modern day? 

· Explain that there are more characteristics of these river civilizations to study, and this information will help them to understand more about the Aztec, Inca and Mayan civilizations. 

· Ask the students what are some more aspects of a civilization that we can research and learn about? How will this help us in our society today? 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)

· In groups of three, students will research the following website to learn more about the emperors (government). http://mayaincaaztec.com/mainazki.html
· Students will need to write down important details (names, events, class, gender, political conflicts)

· On this same website students will research why these civilizations migrated from their emperors. 

· Students will then present to the rest of the class a short skit to represent the three emperors. Students can ask each other questions after each presentation. This will be good practice for their peer review at the end of our unit. 

· Ask if anyone knows how these civilizations were encountered or taken over? Allow two minutes to think, pair and share. 

· Show video Conquistadors: Hernan Cortes and the conquer of the Mayan, Inca, and Aztec civilizations. http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=EAAA800B-7AF3-4CD7-A885-4159D069038E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Students should write down at least 4 facts from the video to help with information on their project. 

Closure (5-10 minutes)

· Discuss important events of video and the order in which the civilizations were conquered. Ask the students why these civilizations were conquered? If they need a hint, bring out the artifact box. 

· Tell the students the facts they learned from the video and website are useful tools for their project.

· Journal Entry- What would you do and how would you feel if you were a ruler of Mayan, Incan, or Aztec Emperor? Then, what would you do to try to prevent the conquest? 

Assessments:

Student participation to small group and skit to whole group

Think, Pair, Share
Check for four facts after video

Journal Entry graded for completion 
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Day 5: Searching/Solving  

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Indicator: Construct a multiple-tier time line from a list of events and interpret the relationships between the events. 

Objectives:

Students will work effectively to put factual information on the river civilization in a virtual multiple-tier timeline.

Students will reflect on their own learning using the journal entry. 

Resources: 

· Smartboard
· Computer access
· Timeline Maker website http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timeline/
Website for civilization research: http://library.thinkquest.org/C006206F/
· Artifact Box
· Student Journals 
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 

· Review timeline and the importance of a time line. Explain how a time line is a great visual tool to show important events in present day and history.

· Have students create a human timeline of birthdays. They will arrange themselves by birthday. This can be a quick reminder of time lines. 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)

· Explain that the students will make a time line of the river civilizations using the following website: http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timeline/
· Using another research website, students will work in groups and write down a minimum of five events to include on their time line, noting especially the cultural and scientific achievements of each group. 

http://library.thinkquest.org/C006206F/
· Refer to the Artifact Box and show them these are examples of cultural and scientific contributions (gold, turquoise, pottery, etc…) 
· Once they have their events, they can go to the time line maker and construct their time line. http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timeline/
· Then they will save their timeline in a common folder, and the teacher will open multiple time lines to compare and contrast the events. 

Closure (5-10 minutes)

· Ask how this timeline can help with their research for their (PowerPoint, postcards or brochure)?

· Review a few cultural and scientific inventions from each civilization. 

· Remind the students to bring ALL of their research on the three civilizations. 

· Journal Entry- How does the time line you created help you to understand the characteristics of each river civilization? 

Assessments:

Timeline construction and participation in comparing and contrasting the timelines

At least five events on timeline

Journal Entry graded for completion 
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Day 6: Solving/Creating 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Objectives:
Students will individually complete a Venn diagram of the three civilizations. 

Students will work collaboratively in groups to complete more research for their project. 
Resources: 
· Venn Diagram
· Newspapers and Magazines
· Adolescent Literature and research books:
· You Wouldn’t Want to be an Aztec Sacrifice! by Fiona MacDonald
· History News: The Aztec News by Phillip Steele
· Growing Up in the Aztec Times by Marion Wood
· You Wouldn’t Want to be an Inca Mummy by Colin Hynson
· Inca Town by Fiona MacDonald
· Pizarro and the Incas by Nicholas Saunders
· In the Mayan Civilization by Elizabeth Scholl
· Me Oh Maya by Jon Scieszka
· Atlas of Ancient Worlds by Peter Chrisp
· Smartboard/ Computer Access
· Extra Rubrics
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 
· Have students gather all their notes and information on the Aztecs, Incas, and Mayans. 

· Have them organize their notes to their own personal style (two-column list, bulleted list, outline format) so it makes sense to them. 
Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)
· Hand each student a Venn diagram and have them complete this individually. This will show the teacher what each student has discovered about each civilization. 

· Students need to have at least three items in each circle. 

· Once everyone has turned in their Venn diagram, display the graphic organizer on the Smartboard. Discuss briefly the important social, economic, political, religion, geography and accomplishments of each civilization that the students might have mentioned. 

· Have students gather in their groups and complete more research for their presentation. 

· Students will have multiple primary resources available to them. I will have newspapers, magazines, literature and more appropriate websites for them to explore.

· Allowing all of these resources will give the students a chance to conduct more of their own discovery learning about these three civilizations. 

· Remind students that they should be following the rubric as a checklist to ensure they receive full credit.

· At this time, I will simply monitor and clarify instruction as needed. 
Closure (5-10 minutes)

· Tell students we will conduct the same schedule for tomorrow because tomorrow is the last day to put the “finishing touches” on their projects.
Assessments:
Teacher graded Venn diagram

Participation and contribution to group work 
Maya, Inca and Aztec Civilization 

Day 7: Creating 

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Objectives:
Students will work collaboratively in groups to complete their project.

Resources: 
· Newspapers and Magazines
· Adolescent Literature and research books:
· You Wouldn’t Want to be an Aztec Sacrifice! by Fiona MacDonald
· History News: The Aztec News by Phillip Steele
· Growing Up in the Aztec Times by Marion Wood
· You Wouldn’t Want to be an Inca Mummy by Colin Hynson
· Inca Town by Fiona MacDonald
· Pizarro and the Incas by Nicholas Saunders
· In the Mayan Civilization by Elizabeth Scholl
· Me Oh Maya by Jon Scieszka
· Atlas of Ancient Worlds by Peter Chrisp
· Smartboard/ Computer Access
· Extra Rubrics
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 
· Remind students of multiple authentic resources available to them and that tomorrow they are presenting their projects. 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)
· Have students gather in their groups and complete more research for their presentation. 

· Students will have multiple primary resources available to them. I will have newspapers, magazines, literature and more appropriate websites for them to explore.

· Allowing all of these resources will give the students a chance to conduct more of their own discovery learning about these three civilizations. 

· Remind students that they should be following the rubric as a checklist to ensure they receive full credit.

· At this time, I will simply monitor and clarify instruction as needed. 

· Students should also be practicing how they will present tomorrow. (Who will go first…etc)
Closure (5-10 minutes)

· Remind students that tomorrow is the presentation and that everything needs to be completed when they walk in the door! 

Assessments:
Participation and contribution to group work
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Day 8/Day 9 (if needed): Sharing

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Standard: History

Indicator: Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location; government; religion; agriculture; cultural and scientific contributions. 

Objectives:
Students will work collaboratively in groups to present their projects.

Students will provide constructive peer feedback for each group. 

Resources: 

· Smartboard/ Computer Access
· Rubrics for grading
· Peer feedback sheet
Introduction (5-10 minutes) 

· Allow students to have ten minutes to discuss any questions or concerns within their groups.

· Remind them they have about 7-9 minutes to present and one minute for questions. 

Body of Lesson: (35-45 minutes)

· Pull popsicle sticks with students names on them to decide which group will present first and so on. 

· Each group will professionally present their (PowerPoint, postcards or brochures) to the rest of the class. 

· After each group has presented, the rest of the class will fill out peer feedback sheet to provide constructive criticism. 

Closure (5-10 minutes)

· Collect all projects and feedback sheets.

Assessments:

· Students will be graded for their project, according to the rubric.

· Students will also be graded for their quality responses on the peer feedback sheet. 
