Key Assessments
Travel Agent Rubric

Explanation of Project: 

The objective of this project is for students to discover in groups and as individuals important aspects from the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec civilizations. The students are to act as a travel agent and they want to persuade people to venture these locations. They are to develop a PowerPoint, postcards, or a brochure to present the information they have learned. They have to include information on the social, economic, political, religion, geography and accomplishments of these three civilizations. 

Goal/Essential Questions:

While presenting their information in a unique and aesthetic way, students will focus on answering the follow questions:

1. What are the scientific/technological/artistic advances evident in these ancient civilizations?

2. How did the geography affect the farming, agriculture, hunting, and trade practices of the civilization? 

3. How do religious beliefs and common cultural practices of the civilization compare and contrast to modern day?
This rubric is developed to assess students on their ability to use authentic resources and present the information. Students will also be assessed on how they present, and their spelling and grammar. I also decided to award points for the peer critique because I want students to seriously critique their peers. I want them to have the ability to give and take constructive criticism. During the presentation, if students note all aspects of the first part of the rubric, then I know students have learned a generous amount of information from the Maya, Inca, Aztec civilizations. 
Name________________________________________________________
Group Members_____________________________________________________
Project Presentation:  PowerPoint

Brochure

Postcards

	Required Element
	Target
	Acceptable
	Unacceptable

	Focus Topics

social, economic, political, religion, geography and accomplishments
	20 points

5-6 focus topics covered
	15

4-3 focus topics covered
	10 

3 or less focus topics covered

	Presentation of Topic 
	10 points

Each person noted at least  1 focus topic
	7 points

Only 2 of the 3 people noted focus topics
	5 points

1 person noted focus topics

	Spelling/Grammar
	10 points

No spelling or grammar mistakes
	7 points

1-3 spelling or grammar mistakes
	5 points

4 or more spelling or grammar mistakes



	Peer Feedback Critique
	10 points

Stated at least one positive comment and one aspect that could be added
	5- 7 points

Stated one positive comment
	0 points

State no comments 

	Total 
	/50 points
	
	


Each lesson students will reflect on the day’s information. This will help the students promote meaningful learning. Many of the entries will ask the students to think like the Aztecs, Incas and Mayans. They will also relate information learned to their life. I created this rubric because I wanted the students to respond with careful thoughtfulness. I decided to make how the students respond worth the most points because that is the “heart” of the journal. How the students respond will also help them present the project. 
Journal Response Rubric

	Required Element
	Target/Acceptable
	Unacceptable 

	Name/Number Date
	1

Has a name, number or date on journal response.
	0

Does not have a name, number or date on journal response.

	Spelling

Punctuation

Grammar

Capitalization
	5
Response contains no errors.
	3

Response contains only 1-2 errors.
	2

Response has 3-5 errors.
	1

Response has multiple errors.

	Answer to the Prompt
	10     8
Response answers the prompt completely by giving a detailed explanation.


	7      5

Response answers the prompt with some detail and explanation.
	4     3

Response is answered but contains little detail and explanation.
	2 1

Response may or may not be answered and has no detail or explanation.

	Length
	5
Response is a half of a page long or more.
	3
Response is only one paragraph long.
	1

Response is only a few sentences.


	

	Total
	            /21points
	
	


I decided to assess the Venn diagram more lightly because I wanted to see what the students learned from this unit. If more students only noted information about one aspect of the civilizations, then I know that I need re-teach some of the other aspects of the civilization. This meets the expectations of student assessment because my goal for this assessment is for students to be able to compare and contrast the three civilizations. 
Venn Diagram Rubric

	Required Element
	Target
	Acceptable
	Unacceptable

	Aztec Civilization
	3 bulleted points
	2 bulleted points
	1 bulleted points

	Inca Civilization
	3 bulleted points
	2 bulleted points
	1 bulleted points

	Mayan Civilization
	3 bulleted points
	2 bulleted points
	1 bulleted points

	Spelling/Grammar
	5 points

No spelling or grammar mistakes
	3  points

1-3 spelling or grammar mistakes
	1 point

4 or more spelling or grammar mistakes



	Total
	             /14 points
	
	


