Essential Questions:

1. What are the scientific/technological/artistic advances evident in these ancient civilizations?
2. How did the geography affect the farming, agriculture, hunting, and trade practices of the civilization? 

3. How do religious beliefs and common cultural practices of the civilization compare and contrast to modern day? 

Explanation of Project:

The objective of this project is for students to discover in groups and as individuals important aspects from the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec civilizations. The students are to act as a travel agent and they want to persuade people to venture these locations. They are to develop a Powerpoint, postcards, or a brochure to present the information they have learned. They have to include information on the social, economic, political, religion, geography and accomplishments of these three civilizations. 

Key Concepts:

The most important key concept is for the students to learn self-discovery. In other words, throughout this unit I will provide the students with reliable and accurate resources and they are responsible for conducting their own research. Students are encouraged to think outside the box to present different aspects of the Mayan, Inca, and Aztec civilizations. Students will also be encouraged to use creativity in their reflection journals for each lesson. These reflections will also help them put together their presentation. One more important concept I hope students gain from this unit is peer criticism. Each student will write a critique of every group presentation. This will help the students to give and take constructive criticism. 

