Rationale:


This unit is on the Mississippian River Civilization. When creating this unit I used the backwards design approach. First, I started with "the big idea" or what I want my students to know. From there I created the assessments showing what I wanted them to achieve throughout the unit. Then I came up with my day to day activities and key questions they need to think about and know.


Throughout the unit, students will work together to explore and discover new things about the Mississippian Civilization to build on their prior knowledge. We will work collaboratively to reflect best practices and allow for the learning of social studies to occur. Students will be assessed in different ways and will have clear expectations and goals stated for them. This will show them exactly what they will need to know and learn throughout this unit. 


Students will be using technology to research and explore the Mississippian Civilization. They will also be learning about the five themes of geography throughout the unit. Also, there are many different opportunities for project based learning throughout the unit as well.
Content Standards:

History


The First Global Age: 


5. Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian 



civilizations including:



a. Location;



b. Government;



c. Religion;



d. Agricultural;



e. Cultural and scientific contributions.

Geography


Location:


2. Use coordinates of latitude and longitude to locate points on a world


map.

Essential Questions:


-Why was the Mississippian Civilization located where it was? How did


this benefit the civilization?


-What are the most important events and places that make up the 


Mississippian Civilization?

Key Concepts:


Location


Government


Religion


Agriculture


Cultural and scientific contributions: Mound Builders
Assessment:


Artifact Box


Research


Individual hands on activities

