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Instructional Goals

At the end of this lesson, students should be able to state the seven continents and locate important places on each: such as countries, cities, deserts and major bodies of water.



Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

The point of this lesson is to have students become familiar with the seven continents.  They need to know that Earth has seven continents, and that each continent contains life.  Students need to know that there are different countries located on these continents as well as bodies of water that surround each and are located on each.  Each country has different types of land, whether they are deserts or mountains.  Students need to know the differences of each continent and what is located on each.  



Standards, Indicators, Objectives

Standard:  Geography

Benchmark: A.)  Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.
Indicator: 1.)  Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies of water on the continents on which they are located.  

Objectives:

The students will be able to name the seven continents and tell where they are located.

The students will be able to locate main parts of the continents. 

The students will be able to compare the continents and what is located on each.



Resources

Materials needed for this lesson are:

Compasses

Cut outs of the seven continents

Board

Index cards with clues and directions

Masking tape

Social Studies textbook



Procedures  

 Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  5 minutes

As a class we will brainstorm information about the seven continents.  Students will name all seven continents and place the cut outs of the continents on the board according to their position on the globe or map.  After students as a whole have agreed on where the continents belong, they then need a quick review of how the compass works, and then we will start our main lesson.
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 30 minutes

Students will be divided into four or five different groups (depending on the number of students in the class).  There should be about 5 students in a group.
After students are divided, they will be given directions as to how to complete our geocaching experiment and they will be assigned positions, thus making sure every student is participating.  The positions are: Reader – reads the clue to the group, Writer – writes down the answer to each clue on the index card, Conductor – leads the students in different directions using the compass, and Presenter – presents the clues to the class at the end. 
All groups will be given a compass and a location to start.  For example, group 1 will start by the door, group 2 by the teachers desk, group 3 in the front of the room, group 4 by the back table, etc (the paper first handed to them will have the location on it).  
After students reach their starting point, they will find their first clue.  
The clue will ask them a question about a country or major landmark and then tell them to move so many steps in different cardinal directions when they answer it correctly.  For example, the first clue may say, “I am the country that takes up North America.  What am I?”  Then the teacher will be their stopping point and tell them whether their answer is correct or not.  If their answer is not correct, they need to try again, if it is correct, then they are able to move in the cardinal directions that clue says to.  So it may say, “Move 4 steps North and 3 steps East”.  (*The teacher is the stopping point after each clue.  Students need to relay their answers to the teacher after reading and answering their clue and the answer must be correct in order for the students to move on to their next clue.)
At this point, groups will need to have their compasses ready and brains working! And the teacher will need to be roaming around the room to answer all the groups’ clues at different times.
Students may use their social studies books to help them answer the clues in their groups.
As students stop at each clue, they need to write down their correct answer to that clue on the index card given.  
When the group finds a clue, and moves to their new given location, they will find another clue.  Again, this clue will ask them a question and then tell them where to move once they have answered the question correctly.    
Each group will have five clues to find and answer before they complete the geocaching mission.  
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

Students will come up to the board in their groups.  They will read their clue, answer it to the class and post their index card in the correct location on the continent where it belongs (on the cut outs pasted on the board.)  
Also, as students are putting these on the board, all students will have a blank map of the seven continents on their desk, which they will fill in accordingly.   
After each group has completed this, the class will have a visual on the board as to where major landmarks are found and within what continent they are found.  
IV.  Evaluate: 

Students will be assessed on group work. They need to work together to come to answers and agree upon them.
Also, all students need to participate in their groups.  
V.  Differentiation

Groups will be divided fairly among student’s abilities.  
Students with IEPs and 504s will be given jobs such as the reader.
Gifted students will be given jobs of the conductor.
VII. Assignment

Students will be asked to add four more major landmarks to their map for homework.  They may look at other maps to help them.   


Example of clues that groups may find during their geocaching mission.

*Students may use their textbooks while answering their clues if need be.

I’m a large area of blue located above Europe.

*What am I?

- Move 3 steps South and two steps West.

I am long, large, and stand very tall.  I lie across the United States from the south and continue northeast up into Canada. 

*What am I?

- Move 6 steps North.

I am hot and dry and am the world’s largest hot desert.  I am located in the northern part of Africa. 

*What am I?

- Move 3 steps West and 1 step South.

One, two, three, four, five, we are the Great Lakes and keep fun alive.

*Where are we located?

- Move 1 step East and 1 step North.

We stand long and tall along the western coast of South America.

*What are we?

- MISSION COMPLETED!

*Blank map of the seven continents that students will fill in at the end of the lesson and for homework.   

