Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
  Introduction of the Nile River-Historical and Geographical
	DAY 1

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/1/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	This lesson is an introduction of the unit Life on The Nile.  Students will be given the opportunity to express any knowledge they already may have about the Nile River by completing a KWL graphic organizer.  Next, students will be introduced to the location of the Nile River and will gain an understanding of historical facts about the Nile through the presentation of a video and historical facts.  Students will be able to state facts they learned about the Nile by the end of this lesson.  




Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  History

Benchmark: B.) Describe the political and social characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.
Indicator: 4.) Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:  





a.  Location; b.  Government; c.  Religion; d. Agriculture; e. Cultural and scientific contributions.  
Objectives:
· The students will be able to state what they know, want to know, and learned about the Nile River.

· The students will be able to locate the Nile River and state the continent and country on which it lies. 


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· KWL graphic organizer http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/kwl.pdf
· Map of Africa and Nile River http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa/africa_pol00.jpg  

· Ancient Egypt:  The Nile River  http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/84348/The-Nile-River-in-Egypt  

· Website Historical Information   http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/geography/nileriver.htm
· SmartBoard

· Pens/Pencils

· Notebook Paper

· Exit Slips




Procedures  

	I.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Hand out the KWL graphic organizer and explain to my students that for the next two weeks we will be learning about the Nile River.
· Next students will complete the first two columns of the KWL chart (what they know and what they want to know).  
· After students complete these two columns independently, we will come back together as a class and discuss what they know want to know about the Nile River.  
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· To begin the main focus of the lesson the students will be shown a map of Africa and the Nile River on the smartboard.  
· From there they will be asked to locate what continent the Nile is located in and what country it is located in.  This will give them a sense of place and location of the Nile. 
· Next, students will watch a short introduction video about the Nile. 
· From this video, we will go into a group discussion about the Nile and learn important historical facts.
· Students will take notes on these historical facts about the Nile on their notebook paper.  
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Students will complete their KWL chart (what they learned) and share it with a partner.  
· Finally, after they share with their partners, we will come back together and they will all share one thing they learned in today’s introduction.   
· Before they leave class they will need to complete an exit slip with five facts that they learned through the introduction. 
IV.  Evaluate: 

· Students will be assessed on their KWL graphic organizer and partner work.  
· Also, students will be assessed on their exit slips and their five facts.  

	


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
  Location of United States and the Nile River
	DAY 2

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/2/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	This lesson serves as a geography lesson for this unit.  Students need to become familiar with latitude and longitude and the difference between both.  Students should know where state is located on a map and where the Nile is located.  Knowing and understating both of these will help with students understanding the theme of location.  Also, realizing their location will help with seeing the region that the Nile River is a part of.   


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  Geography

Benchmark: A.)  Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.
Indicator:  2.)   Use coordinates of latitude and longitude to locate points on a world map.

Objectives:
· The students will be able to locate the state in which they live.

· The students will be able to locate the exact location of the Nile River.

· Students will also be able to tell difference of these two locations and in which hemisphere they are located.  


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Blank Map of Africa http://www.abcteach.com/free/a/africa.pdf  

· SmartBoard Map of Africa http://www.yourchildlearns.com/africa_map.htm
· Map of World showing Latitude & Longitude http://www.ciese.org/curriculum/boilproj/images/Reference%20Material_world_pol98.jpg
· Textbook




Procedures  

	II.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Maps will first be shown to the student of the world.
· Then there will be a map shown of the United States and one of Africa.
· As a class we will explore and find the latitude and longitude of Arizona as an example.  
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· Students will begin to find the location of their state on the world map.  
· Then they will find the exact location of Africa on the world map.
· After they have found both locations, they will discuss with a partner the relationship between both.  
· Students need to understand the exact locations of places.
· After students find the exact locations, they will be given a blank map of Africa. 
· Using the maps from their textbooks, students will fill in the map of Africa individually. 
· They will fill in the countries that make up this continent.
· After naming the countries, they will need to draw the Nile River through the countries that it runs through.
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· As the lesson ends, students will share their maps with a partner and discuss whether they are correct and check to see if the Nile is running through the correct countries.  

· Then students will turn in their blank maps. 

IV.  Evaluate: 

· Students will be assessed on finding the exact location of their state and Africa.
· Students will also be assessed on their partner work.
· Finally, students will be assessed individually on their completion of their blank Africa maps. 


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
  Summarizing and Sharing
	DAY 3

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/3/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	This lesson continues to allow students to gain knowledge about the Nile River.   I will be using the model of Think-Pair-Share for this lesson.   First, students will need to focus on the important information presented in the article by highlighting the main ideas or facts presented.  After students have individually read through and highlighted facts that they felt were important, they will be paired up with a peer to discuss those ideas and facts together.  In their pair groups, students will need to agree on 5 facts they felt were the most important.  Finally, students will write down each of their 5 facts on a separate piece of post-it notes and post them on the board.  I will then have volunteers come up to the board to read the facts that were posted and determine how many students agreed upon the same ideas or facts that were important


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  History

Benchmark: B.) Describe the political and social characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.
Indicator: 4.) Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:  





a.  Location; b.  Government; c.  Religion; d. Agriculture; e. Cultural and scientific contributions.  
Objectives:
· The students will be able to read an article and summarize its main facts.

· The students will be able to share their facts with a partner and come to a final conclusion of the same facts.

· Students will be able to share their main facts to the entire class.


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Think Pair Share graphic organizer

 http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/thinkpairshare.pdf  

· Navigating Peace Article http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/NavigatingPeaceIssuePKM.pdf
· Highlighters

· Post-It notes

· Pens/pencils




Procedures  

	III.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Hand out the Think-Pair-Share graphic organizer.
· Hand out the Navigating Peace article.  
· Have students review how to complete a think-pair-share activity.
· Review the sub-headings of the article so students know where the important information can be found.
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· To begin this lesson, students will be handed the article and they will begin to read it. 
· As they read the article, they will be highlighting important facts they come across.
· After they have completed reading the article, the students will get together as a group.  
· On their think-pair-share graphic organizer they will work with a partner to complete the main facts they came across.
· Each student will read what they highlighted and discuss why they think that point is important.
· As students finish discussing, they need to come across five facts that they agree upon to be important.
· After they have agreed on five facts, they will write their facts on a post-it note and place it on the board.
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· As students place their post-its on the board they will begin to gather back to their seats.
· After we are gathered back as a whole class, students will begin to read their important facts.
· Thus, the whole class will be able to see what other students thought were important and actually come to a conclusion on what facts are indeed most important.  
IV.  Evaluate: 

· Students will be evaluated through their individual work while reading and highlighting important facts.
· Students will also be assessed through their partner work and group discussion.


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
 This lesson looks at what was important to ancient Egyptians, and compares it to what is important to us today.
	DAY 4 & 5

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/4/12 & 4/5/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	Students will gather information about everyday life in ancient Egypt.  Students will develop an understanding of the differences and similarities between the ancient Egyptian culture and their own culture.  Students will create a time capsule that reflects what is important in their daily lives.


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  People in Societies

Benchmark: A.) Compare cultural practices, products and perspectives of past civilizations in order to understand commonality and diversity of cultures.
Indicator: 1.)  Compare the cultural practices and products of the societies studied    including:

a.  Class structure; b.  Gender roles; c.  Beliefs; d.  Customs and traditions.

Objectives:
· Students will gather information about everyday life in ancient Egypt.

· Students will develop an understanding of the differences and similarities between the

     Ancient Egyptian culture and their own culture.

· Students will create a time capsule that reflects what is important in their daily lives.


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Computer Lab (2 days)

· Egyptian Articles


Procedures  

	IV.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Students will begin this lesson in the computer lab.
· They will be given instructions and a rubric on how to complete this time capsule activity.
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· Students will collect pictures or descriptions of items that Egyptians chose to accompany them into the afterworld. The following are a few internet sites that maybe helpful:
             http://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/river-nile-facts.html
             http://www.egyptianagriculture.com/nile_river.html
             http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/the_land/nile_river.shtml
             http://www.squidoo.com/nile-river
· Students will then be asked to write a sentence or two for each object that explains why they think this item might have been important to this person.
· Then the students will be asked to create a time capsule of their own. They should write a sentence or two explaining why the items were chosen.
· Next, students should write several paragraphs comparing and contrasting their time capsule with the one from ancient Egypt.
· The answers to the following questions should be included:  What do the artifacts from ancient Egypt tell you about everyday life during that time period?  What do the items in your time capsule tell you about your everyday life?   In what ways are the items chosen by the ancient Egyptians similar to the items you chose?  In what way are the items different?
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes
· Students will share their time capsules with the class. At the conclusion of the presentations we will discuss the following questions:  How do the time capsules of the class members differ?  How are they similar?  Can any generalizations be drawn about the differences between the time capsules based on gender?

IV.  Evaluate: 

·  Students will be evaluated on their time capsule project.  They need to follow the rubric given for this assignment. 

	


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
  Compare & Contrast Ancient Egypt with Modern Day Egypt
	DAY 6

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/8/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	Students will watch a video that compares and contrasts Egypt then and now.  Students will need to take notes on the similarities and differences while watching the video.  Next, students will get into small groups and complete a Venn Diagram comparing/contrasting Egypt then and now.  Finally, students will present their Venn Diagram to the class.  Students will then write a short journal entry of the knowledge they learned throughout today’s lesson.  


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  History and Geography

Benchmark: B.) Describe the political and social characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.  

A.)  Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.
Indicator: 4.) Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:  





a.  Location; b.  Government; c.  Religion; d. Agriculture; e. Cultural and scientific contributions.  
1.).  Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies of water on the continents on which they are located.

Objectives:
· Students will take brief notes of the similarities and differences between Egypt then and now while watching a video.

· Students will work in small groups to complete a Venn Diagram that compares/contrasts Ancient Egypt with Modern Egypt. 


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Video  http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/discovery-atlas-egypt-the-nile-then-and-now.html
· Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer 

http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/largevenn.pdf
· Pen/pencil

· Journals


Procedures  

	V.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Students will be introduced to this lesson by reviewing what is important to the Ancient Egyptian people and what is important to themselves (their time capsules).
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· To begin this lesson, students will watch a video comparing and contrasting Ancient Egypt to Modern Egypt.  
· Students will already have a sense of what is important through working on the time capsules.
· As they watch the video, they should take notes of the similarities and differences.  
· After the video, students will break into small groups of four and complete the Venn Diagram.
· They will use their notes as they complete this diagram and will discuss the diagram with their partners.
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· After students have completed this activity, they will share their Venn Diagram with the class. 
· Students will be able to compare their own Venn Diagrams to other groups.
IV.  Evaluate: 

· Students will be evaluated on their note taking and group work.
· They should all participate to the group work and offer some similarities and differences between the two.
· Students will also be assessed on their presentation to the class in a group setting.  


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
 Build a model of a dam and label it correctly.
	DAY 7

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/9/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	In this lesson, students will be able to tell what a dam is and how the Aswan High Dam built along the Nile River has helped its civilization.  Students will be given an overview of dams and then watch the teacher build a dam from Lego blocks.  After the teacher has done this, the students will divide into groups and build their own Aswan Dam.  Finally, students will show their dam to the class and test how strong their dam is by pouring water against it.  


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  Geography

Benchmark: B.) Describe the political and social characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.
Indicator: 4.) Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:  





a.  Location; b.  Government; c.  Religion; d. Agriculture; e. Cultural and scientific contributions.  
Objectives:
·  Students will understand what the Aswan High Dam is and how it played a major role in the Nile River.

· Students will be able to state what the Aswan High Dam is.


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Summary of Background Information for the Aswan High Dam http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/byrnes-africa/kaymur/LINK.htm 

· Map of Africa 
· Pictures of dams 
· A granite rock,
· Bread pans or wallpaper troughs 
· Lego Building Blocks 
· Small containers for pouring water
· Paper 


Procedures  

	VI.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Show students a map of Africa, and point to the Nile River.  
· Explain that this is the longest river in the world, and it flows from south to north. 
· Explain to students that heavy seasonal rainfall in the southern areas of the Nile during April and May caused yearly flooding in Egypt, usually in October.  These floods destroyed the crops and washed away valuable soil.  To better manage the waters of the Nile River; the people of Egypt decided to build a dam.      
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· Ask the students these questions: What is a dam?  What happens to the water when you build a dam?  Why would people want this?  Discuss these answers so that students have an understanding of dams.  Show pictures of dams, if possible.     
· Tell students that dams are built from different materials such as dirt, concrete, or rock.  The Aswan High Dam is built of granite rock, which comes from the quarries near Aswan.  If possible, show students a sample of a granite rock.      
· Tell students that today, in their small groups, they will get to build a model of a dam.  Teacher demonstrates the process of building the dam inside a bread pan or wallpaper trough, by using Lego's blocks to act as the dam.  When the dam is finished, pour some water behind the dam to test the strength and quality of construction.     
· Check for understanding, form small groups of students, and distribute materials. 
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· When finished, students should label the parts of the dam on their model.   Display the models in the classroom.
IV.  Evaluate: 

·  Did the students successfully build a model of a dam?  Did they successfully label it?
· Assess students on their group work and the strength of the Aswan High Dam they created.


Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
  Final Assessment of The Nile River
	DAY 8 & 9

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/10/12 & 4/11/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	This lesson is a two-day lesson where students will be creating a newspaper about the Nile River.  Students will be working in groups of four or five and each will have a sub-heading of the paper to complete.  Some students will work on the geography, others will work on the culture, and some will work on the landforms.  Each student will need to participate in this lesson, thus being given different sub-headings to complete.  


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  History, People in Societies, and Geography

Benchmark: B.) Describe the political and social characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.  

A.) Compare cultural practices, products and perspectives of past civilizations in order to understand commonality and diversity of cultures.
A.)  Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.
Indicator: 4.) Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:  





a.  Location; b.  Government; c.  Religion; d. Agriculture; e. Cultural and scientific contributions.  
1.) Compare the cultural practices and products of the societies studied including:

a.  Class structure; b.  Gender roles; c.  Beliefs; d.  Customs and traditions.

1.).  Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies of water on the continents on which they are located. 
2.)   Use coordinates of latitude and longitude to locate points on a world map.

Objectives:
· The students will be able to display important facts about the Nile River and the countries that it runs through.  

· The students will have knowledgeable facts about the Nile River.   


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Large construction paper

· News Paper Layout

· Markers/crayons

· Computer and printer access

· Pencils

· Nile River Folder containing all the artifacts they have completed throughout the unit (including: maps, graphic organizers, etc.)


Procedures  

	VII.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  (Engage) Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Students will review with the teacher the main facts they have learned about the Nile.
· They will take out artifacts they have completed throughout the unit as well.
· Then students will divide into groups and begin to work on their final assessment.
II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 25 minutes

· Students will be in groups and start working on a newspaper.
· Each student will have a different sub-heading to work on.
· Students will need to review their information about the Nile throughout the unit and pick and choose how to incorporate these into the newspaper.
· After students have constructed all their artifacts, they will begin to write their section of the paper.
· When each student is done, they will put each section together and design a cover for the paper.
III.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· Students will add color to their newspaper when all the important information is set in place.
IV.  Evaluate: 

· Students will be on their group work.  There is a rubric to go along with this assignment and students will be graded upon that.  



Unit Topic or Theme
	Your Name: Danielle Walter
	Grade Level:  6 

	Lesson Topic:
  Presentation of Newspapers and Around the World Game
	DAY 10

	Teacher’s Initials:  DW
	Date:  4/12/12


Lesson Summary / Rationale (as required by instructor)

	This is the last day of the unit; therefore students will be presenting their newspapers in groups to the class.  Each group, as well as each student in the group, will have a chance to present their information to the class.  After all groups have presented their information, we will play a game, Around the World, where students catch a soft ball I throw to them and they give me one fact they learned about the Nile River.  After one student gives a fact, no other student can repeat that fact.   


Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Standard:  Geography

Benchmark: B.) Describe the political and social characteristics of early civilizations and their enduring impact on later civilizations.  

A.) Compare cultural practices, products and perspectives of past civilizations in order to understand commonality and diversity of cultures.
A.)  Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.
Indicator: 4.) Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:  





a.  Location; b.  Government; c.  Religion; d. Agriculture; e. Cultural and scientific contributions.  
1.) Compare the cultural practices and products of the societies studied including:

a.  Class structure; b.  Gender roles; c.  Beliefs; d.  Customs and traditions.

1.).  Place countries, cities, deserts, mountain ranges and bodies of water on the continents on which they are located. 
2.)   Use coordinates of latitude and longitude to locate points on a world map.

Objective:
· The students will be display the knowledge they had and gained about the Nile River throughout the unit.


Resources

	Materials needed for this lesson are:

· Completed group newspapers

· Soft foam ball




Procedures  

	I.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend) Allotted Time: 35 minutes

· This lesson is strictly used for group presentations, questions, and answering.  
· Every group will have a chance to discuss their newspapers to the class and answer any questions the other students may ask.  
II.  Closure to Lesson                                             Allotted Time:  10 minutes

· As a closure to this unit, we will play a game called “Around the World.”
· I will toss a soft foam ball to different students and the student it is tossed to will have to state a fact they learned about the Nile River.
· No fact may be repeated!!! 
III.  Evaluate: 

· Students will be assessed on their final project, the Newspaper and their group presentation of the newspaper.



*Differentiation:

There will be differentiation throughout the entire unit.  Lessons are differentiated through strategies and graphic organizers being used.  Also, group work will contain students with a bunch of different abilities.
	


